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CCORDING  to  Bardsley,  in  his  Dictionary  of  English  and 
Welsh  Surnames,  the  family  name  Epperson  is  derived 
from  the  “son  of  Ebb,”  and  is  therefore  classed  with  the 
group  of  baptismal  surnames.  However,  although  the 
European  ancestory  of  the  Epperson  family  is  unknown, 
it  would  seem  more  probable  that  it  was  originally  Apper- 
son,  of  Welsh  origin,  derived  from  Pierce,  with  ap,  denot¬ 
ing  son  of,  preceding  it.  It  is  easily  perceived  how,  in  the  course  of  time,  Apper- 
son  became  variously  spelled,  Epperson  being  a  common  form. 

We  believe  that  the  first  home  of  the  Epperson  family  in  the  New  World 
was  in  Virginia,  perhaps  in  New  Kent  County,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  State. 
The  name  here  is  recorded  both  as  Apperson  and  Epperson,  and  several  records 
are  found  in  the  Register  of  St.  Peter’s  Parish.  From  Virginia  the  branch  of 
our  particular  interest  traveled  to  North  Carolina,  thence  to  Marion  County, 
Indiana,  it  being  a  well  authenticated  fact  that  the  latter  was  settled  by  immi¬ 
grants  from  North  Carolina.  The  earliest  record  of  the  Eppersons  in  Virginia  is 
that  found  in  the  Register  of  St.  Peter’s  Parish,  New  Kent  County,  where  we 
find  that  John,  son  of  William  Epperson,  was  baptized  September  19,  1703,  and 
“Pall”  (Paul),  son  of  John  Epperson,  was  baptized  February  25,  1699.  Still 
another  record  appears  there  as  follows :  Francis,  son  of  John  “Epecan”  baptized 
ye  17th  of  April,  168 — .  Later  we  find  the  family  in  the  south-side  counties. 
One  Joseph  Epperson  and  Martha  Peace  were  married  in  Cumberland  County, 
Virginia,  August  25,  1752.  We  also  find  them  in  Lunenburg,  Brunswick,  Char¬ 
lotte,  Albemarle  and  Halifax  counties,  and  it  was  from  these  places  that  those  in 
Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina  (not  far  from  the  border  of  Virginia),  doubtless 
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came.  Since  the  records  of  New  Kent  County  have  been  entirely  destroyed,  doc¬ 
umentary  evidence  which  might  connect  our  family  with  these  early  names  can¬ 
not  be  located.  However,  we  find  still  later  records  in  Virginia  as  follows : 
Thomas  Epperson,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  who  married,  in 
Charlotte  County,  Virginia,  in  1778,  Martha  Cardwell,  in  his  declaration  for 
pension,  stated  that  he  joined  the  service  in  Albemarle  County,  Virginia,  in  1777. 
Just  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  removed  to  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina, 
and  further  declares  that  he  resided  in  North  Carolina  for  seven  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Georgia.  Francis  Epperson  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky, 
was  also  a  pensioner  and  deposed  that  his  birth  occurred  in  Powhatan  County, 
Virginia,  in  1750.  Thomas  Epperson,  of  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  deposes 
in  his  declaration  that  he  was  born  in  Buckingham  County,  Virginia,  in  1760, 
afterwards  removing  to  North  Carolina.  In  the  pension  declaration  of  William 
Apperson,  alias  Epperson,  he  states  he  was  born  in  Virginia,  his  wife  to  have 
been  Elizabeth  Carr,  that  he  lived  in  Stokes  County,  North  Carolina,  that  his 
oldest  son  was  William  Epperson,  born  in  1782.  Perhaps  the  son  William  was 
the  William  Epperson,  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  in  1820. 

It  is  logical  in  cases  where  a  family  line  is  not  recorded  consecutively  in 
printed  accounts  to  make  one’s  deductions  working  from  the  known  facts  with 
the  hope  that  these  will  shed  light  upon  the  obscure  facts  which  lie  behind. 
Therefore,  it  is  to  the  records  of  Indiana,  the  State  which  was  the  home  of  the 
family  as  we  definitely  know,  that  we  now  turn  for  assistance. 

The  Indiana  Census  for  1820,  an  early  record  for  that  section,  shows  but 
one  Epperson  family  in  the  whole  State,  that  of  a  William  Epperson,  who  was 
settled  in  Wayne  County  as  head  of  a  family.  William  Epperson  is  given  as 
being  between  twenty-six  and  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  therefore,  looking  back 
once  more  to  the  pension  records  of  North  Carolina  before  quoted,  we  note  that 
William  Epperson,  of  Stokes  County,  had  a  son  William,  born  in  1782.  We 
believe  that  this  William  Epperson,  born  in  1782,  was  most  probably  the  William 
Epperson  of  the  1820  Census,  he  and  his  family  having  followed  the  line  of 


9 


EPPERSON 


migration  westward  as  did  so  many  others.  Further  statements  regarding  the 
said  William  Epperson  may  be  found  in  the  line  of  descent  which  follows  later 
in  these  pages,  but  it  is  well  to  note  here  that  both  North  Carolina  and  Indiana 
yield  records  of  other  Eppersons  probably  allied  to  this  William — in  what  way 
we  cannot  now  determine.  The  Census  Record  of  Wilkes  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  of  1800,  lists  the  following: 

James  Epperson, 

One  male  under  10 
“  “  26  to  45  (Himself) 

Two  females  under  10 
One  “  26  to  45  (wife) 

This  James  Epperson,  whose  record  no  longer  appears  in  North  Carolina, 
may  be  the  same  James  Epperson  who  sold  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Buncombe 
County,  North  Carolina,  October  19,  1803.  Since  this  is  in  the  extreme  western 
part  of  the  State,  perhaps  he,  too,  planned  to  go  westward,  either  to  Kentucky  or 
Ohio,  or  perhaps  as  many  others  did,  to  stop  in  either  place  on  his  way  further 
west.  No  records  of  him  can  be  found  in  Indiana  and  since  records  from  that 
time  on  were  rather  carefully  kept,  we  do  not  think  he  reached  Indiana,  although 
it  is  possible  that  he  was  allied  by  blood  to  the  William  Epperson,  of  our  family, 
whose  history  appears  in  generation  II  following. 

( Register  of  St.  Peter's  Parish,  New  Kent  County,  Virginia.  William  and 
Mary  College  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  XX,  p.  25.  Census  Record 
of  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  for  1800.  Census  Record  of  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  for  1820.  Diggs :  Grantees  and  Grantors,  Buncombe  County,  North 
Carolina. ) 

From  information  given  thus  at  some  length  we  believe  that  the  first  gener¬ 
ation  of  our  line  which  can  be  builded  with  any  certainty  is  : 
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I 

WILLIAM  APPERSON,  alias  Epperson,  was  born  in  Virginia.  He  lived 
in  Stokes  County,  North  Carolina,  and  married  Elizabeth  Cam  His  oldest  son 
was 

i.  William ,  of  whom  further. 

All  this  is  gleaned  from  his  pension  declaration. 

II 

WILLIAM  EPPERSON,  probably  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Carr) 
Epperson,  was  born  in  all  probability  in  Stokes  County,  North  Carolina,  in  1782. 
What  lies  between  this  early  date  in  the  North  Carolina  history  and  the  finding 
of  the  name  of  William  Epperson  in  the  1820  Census  of  Indiana,  whom  we 
believe  to  be  identical,  we  do  not  know.  William  Epperson  probably  joined  many 
others  in  an  early  attempt  to  form  a  new  home  in  a  new  land.  His  record  is  given 
as  follows : 

William  Epperson,  head  of  family 
One  male  between  10  and  16 
“  “  26  to  45  (Himself) 

“  female  10  to  16 

It  is  plain  to  see  that  he  was  evidently  a  widower  with  two  children : 

1.  A  daughter. 

2.  James,  of  whom  further. 

( Census  Record  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  for  1820.) 

III 

JAMES  EPPERSON,  evidently  son  of  William  Epperson,  the  male  listed 
in  the  above  quoted  census  as  between  ten  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  was  born  in 
Indiana,  probably  shortly  after  1800,  for  in  the  census  record  of  Decatur  Town- 
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ship,  Marion  County,  Indiana,  for  1830,  he  is  given  as  being  head  of  a  family 
under  forty,  which  would  cover  a  wide  range  of  dates.  Since  his  wife  was  under 
thirty,  according  to  the  same  census,  it  is  presumed  that  he  was  not  much  older 
than  she.  The  census  record  in  full  is  as  follows : 

James  Epperson,  head  of  a  family,  under  40 

One  female  under  5 

Two  “  s  “  10 

One  “  “  30 

(No  male  children.  William  not  yet  born.) 

He  is  undoubtedly  the  James  Epperson  whose  account  appears  in  the  “His¬ 
tory  of  Marion  County  and  Indianapolis,”  by  B.  R.  Sulgrove : 

“James  Epperson  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Decatur  Township,  Mar¬ 
ion  County,  Indiana,  being  a  taxpayer  there  in  1829.  He  owned  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  12,  Township  14,  Range  3.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.” 
He  died  in  Decatur  Township,  which  lies  in  the  extreme  portion  of  the  State,  in 
1835,  while  in  office.  “James  Epperson  was  a  member  of  the  Marion  County, 
Indiana,  board  of  justices  from  1832  to  1835,  taking  the  oath  of  office  April  2, 
1832.”  After  James  Epperson’s  death,  from  the  census  record  of  1850,  we  are 
able  to  find  the  exact  Christian  name  of  his  wife,  then  an  heir  widow : 

Edith  Epperson,  widow,  head  of  family,  aged  SO,  b.  N.  C. 

Elizabeth  “  “  20,  “  Ind. 

William  “  “  17,  “  Ind. 

And  further,  we  find  in  i860,  the  following: 

Edith  Epperson,  widow,  aged  59,  b.  N.  C.  Real  Estate  $300 

Personal  $2000 

No  others  in  family 

Between  these  1830,  1850  and  i860  records  we  find  slight  discrepancies  as 
to  age,  but  census  record  takers  were  often  hurried  people  who  either  carelessly 
jotted  down  a  figure  or  else  accepted  the  statement  of  some  other  member  of  the 
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family  as  to  the  probable  age  of  every  member  connected  with  the  family.  In 
spite  of  these  slight  discrepancies  we  are  sure  Edith  Epperson  was  wife  and 
widow  of  James  Epperson.  From  the  foregoing,  we  find,  therefore,  that  James 
Epperson,  born  in  Indiana,  married  Edith,  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  had  at 
least  the  following  children:  four  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  Elizabeth,  and 
at  least  one  son,  William,  of  whom  further. 

( Census  Records  of  Decatur  Township,  Marion  County,  Indiana,  of  1830, 
1850,  i860.  B.  R.  Sulgrove:  History  of  Marion  County  and  Indianapolis,  pub¬ 
lished  1884,  by  L.  H.  Everts  and  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  pp.  500,  506,  508,  514.) 


IV 


WILLIAM  EPPERSON,  probably  son  of  James  and  Edith  Epperson,  was 
born  in  Indiana,  about  1833.  The  first  record  of  him  appears  in  the  census  list 
of  his  mother’s  family  as  before  given.  In  i860  we  find  that  he  was  head  of  a 
family  in  his  own  domicile  in  House  No.  513  in  Decatur  Township,  with  his  wife 
Rachel,  who  appears  to  have  been  somewhat  his  senior.  The  full  list  is  given  as 
follows  and  shows  some  interesting  between  the  line  facts  which  we  will  later 
touch  upon : 


William  Epperson,  aged  26,  born  Ind.  Real  Estate  $3000 


Rachel 

U 

32, 

Mary  A. 

C< 

ii, 

Austin  “ 

u 

4, 

Harvey 

a 

2, 

William  Hawkins 

a 

18, 

Jesse 

u 

23, 

Personal  $1200 


u 

(( 

cc 

u 

u 

u 

u 

ii 

u 

a 

u 

u 

We  know  that  Rachel  so  given,  was  Rachel  Hawkins  and  that  her  father 
and  his  brothers  were  Marion  County,  Indiana,  settlers.  That  Rachel  Hawkins 
was  the  daughter  of  William  Hawkins  and  his  wife  Martha,  is  shown  in  the 
history  of  the  Hawkins  family.  But  we  do  see  from  this  census  record  that  Wil- 
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iiam  Epperson  took  into  his  home  at  least  tv> 

believed  to  be  not  brothers  of  his  wife,  but  her  fact  is  al  <•»  vvn 

in  the  history  of  the  Hawkins  family.  Mary  A  *  h  -  probably  or:  *;d  -n 
into  the  family  and  not  child  of  the  still  youth  u  }.;*  r-.-n  um¬ 
bers  of  the  family  we  are  indebted  for  the  fob*  '  =:■’.»  Tt  >  >•  .  the 

history  of  this  generation.  William  Epperson  •>  r  Tm-r, 

and  remove*’  with  his  family  from  Indianapolis  to  ;  ,s  1869. 

Tn  partnership  with  J.  W.  L.  Slavens  and  E.  W.  ,P.n  apolis,  he 

built  the  first  packing  plant  in  Kans  :  y.  but  Mr  Sax  ...  inter¬ 
est  in  the  company  of  Pattison  and  "havens  to  !  s  li,  71  Egper 

son  married  Rachel  Hawkins  (Hawkins  I  ),  a:v  p-c>  ,,  ,*ent?  of: 


1.  Austin,  born  in  Indiana,  in  1856. 

2.  Harvey ,  horn  in  Indiana,  in  858. 

3.  Uriah  Spray,  of  whom  further. 


( Census  Record  of  Decatur  j  ozvnship,  Men'  *•  ,  '  .t .  .  1850, 

House  No.  1 14,  p.  <x>o.  Census  Record  of  Die  ,t.  •  .  aunty, 

Indiana,  for  i860,  House  No.  483,  p.  699;  1  -  7.  w  r  -eel; 

Men  Who  are  Making  Kansas  City  p.  38.  C  ■  Raua^L..  Mis¬ 

souri:  Its  History  and  Its  People,  Y  o!  i  pp  .. 


,H2flAS  HYJ3V3  T3I33/.H 
brtK  .t IvP  rfjiw  bavil  orfv/ 

URIAH  SPRAY 

Epperson,  was  born  in  Indianapol*  bib- Junto  W-rmfifo  _  2,  and 

died  June  3,  1927.  An  interesting .  p. 

Epperson,  is  shown  also  in  a  very  illumine  .  ?  =  d  -V  si!i-  n.  Ep}>ei  • 

son,  father  of  Uriah  Spray  Epper  n.  ii\.  -  .  .1.  louse  N  . 

516,  we  find  Uriah  Spray,  a  farmer,  ag<  d  :  h  • »  ,  vas  born  in  Ohio,  with 

his  wife  and  children.  Either  close  tit"  i  •  ■:  <»r  else  bonds  of  relation 
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liam  Epperson  took  into  his  home  at  least  two  members  of  the  Hawkins  family 
believed  to  be  not  brothers  of  his  wife,  but  her  cousins.  This  fact  is  also  shown 
in  the  history  of  the  Hawkins  family.  Mary  A.  was  likewise  probably  one  taken 
into  the  family  and  not  child  of  the  still  youthful  William  Epperson.  To  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  information  regarding  the 
history  of  this  generation.  William  Epperson  was  a  stockraiser  and  farmer, 
and  removed  with  his  family  from  Indianapolis  to  Kansas  City  in  1868  or  1869. 
In  partnership  with  J.  W.  L.  Slavens  and  E.  W.  Pattison,  of  Indianapolis,  he 
built  the  first  packing  plant  in  Kansas  City,  but  Mr.  Slavens  soon  sold  his  inter¬ 
est  in  the  company  of  Pattison  and  Slavens  to  Mr.  Nofsinger.  William  Epper¬ 
son  married  Rachel  Hawkins  (Hawkins  II),  and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

1.  Austin,  born  in  Indiana,  in  1856. 

2.  Harvey,  born  in  Indiana,  in  1858. 

3.  Uriah  Spray,  of  whom  further. 

( Census  Record  of  Decatur  Township,  Marion  County,  Indiana,  for  1850, 
House  No.  1 14,  p.  600.  Census  Record  of  Decatur  Township,  Marion  County, 
Indiana,  for  i860,  House  No.  483,  p.  699;  House  No.  513,  p.  703.  G.  Creel: 
Men  Who  are  Making  Kansas  City,  p.  38.  C.  W.  Whitney:  Kansas  City,  Mis¬ 
souri:  Its  History  and  Its  People ,  Vol.  I,  pp.  489-90.) 

V 

URIAH  SPRAY  EPPERSON,  son  of  William  and  Rachel  (Hawkins) 
Epperson,  was  born  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  a  farm,  December  22,  1862,  and 
died  June  3,  1927.  An  interesting  fact  regarding  the  given  name  of  Uriah  Spray 
Epperson,  is  shown  also  in  a  very  illuminating  census  record.  William  Epper¬ 
son,  father  of  Uriah  Spray  Epperson,  lived  in  House  No.  513,  and  in  House  No. 
516,  we  find  Uriah  Spray,  a  farmer,  aged  thirty-one,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  with 
his  wife  and  children.  Either  close  ties  of  friendship  or  else  bonds  of  relation- 
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ship  must  have  united  the  two  heads  of  families,  William  Epperson  and  Uriah 
Spray,  since  the  former  named  his  child  for  the  latter. 

Uriah  Spray  Epperson  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Kansas  City,  but  when  he  was  about  to  enter  high  school,  his  father 
met  with  severe  financial  reverses  in  the  packing  business,  in  which  he  had 
invested  practically  all  his  means.  Thus  compelled  to  abandon  all  hopes  of 
obtaining  a  higher  education  (at  least  temporarily),  Mr.  Epperson  received  his 
first  commercial  contact  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  as  an  errand  boy  in  a  book 
store.  However,  possessed  of  a  keen  intellect  and  an  insatiable  desire  for  knowl¬ 
edge,  he  obtained  world-wide  information  through  his  extensive  reading  and 
careful  analysis  of  current  and  past  problems,  and  it  can  truly  be  said  that  few 
men,  lacking  the  advantages  of  a  higher  education,  have  met  with  as  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  commercial  enterprises  as  had  Mr.  Epperson.  He  subsequently  left 
the  book  shop  and  became  roustabout  boss  at  the  Fowler  Packing  Company,  hav¬ 
ing  charge  of  the  gangs  of  laborers  that  loaded  and  unloaded  the  boats  at  the 
packing  company’s  landing.  His  executive  capabilities  were  soon  recognized  and 
he  rose  through  numerous  positions  until,  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  he  held 
the  responsible  post  of  general  manager  of  the  Fowler  Packing  Company,  in 
charge  of  all  their  business  interests  in  this  country.  He  remained  in  this  capac¬ 
ity  for  twenty-five  years,  manifesting  his  ability  to  handle  difficult  and  trying 
situations  with  utmost  precision. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Epperson  became  interested  in  the  insurance  business,  his 
first  venture  into  this  field  being  in  the  organization  of  the  Elevator  Underwrit¬ 
ers,  which  met  with  such  success  that  it  attracted  the  attention  of  several  well- 
known  lumber  manufacturers.  Mr.  Epperson  was  then  asked  to  organize  and 
manage  an  exchange  for  lumber  properties,  and  sponsored  by  these  lumbermen, 
the  Lumbermen’s  Underwriting  Alliance  came  into  existence  in  1905.  Its  rapid 
growth  necessitated  the  transfer  of  the  management  of  the  grain  exchange  to 
others,  and  thereafter,  Mr.  Epperson  and  his  staff  devoted  all  their  time  and 
energy  to  the  interests  of  the  lumbermen.  Mr.  Epperson  fully  realized  the  value 
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of  supervision  and  inspection,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  first  Alliance  Advisory 
Board,  an  inspection  staff  was  organized.  Throughout  the  period  that  he 
remained  head  of  this  large  concern  (in  fact,  the  largest  business  of  its  kind  in 
the  world),  he  was  ever  ready  to  render  to  his  associates,  in  a  most  unostentatious 
manner,  intelligent  counsel  and  sound  advice,  enabling  them  to  reap  the  profits  of 
his  long  experience. 

Being  a  resident  of  Kansas  City  ever  since  he  was  six  years  old,  and  pos¬ 
sessing  a  magnetic  personality  that  could  secure  the  cooperation  of  his  fellow- 
workers,  he  became  identified,  early  in  life,  with  many  political,  social  and  indus¬ 
trial  developments  of  his  adopted  city.  In  1897  he  was  chosen  director  of  the 
Commercial  Club,  which  he  served  as  vice-president  and  president,  respectively, 
for  several  years.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the  Convention  Hall  Association  for 
some  ten  years,  and  was  for  a  time  associated  with  the  Priests  of  Pallas,  the  fall 
festivities  association  inaugurated  by  the  business  men  of  Kansas  City.  For 
several  years  he  was  a  director  in  the  Commerce  Trust  Company,  now  a  bank 
with  approximately  a  hundred  million  dollars  of  deposits,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  president  of  the  Morris  Plan  Bank. 

Mr.  Epperson’s  favorite  out-of-door  recreation  was  motoring  and  he  owned 
the  first  motor  car  in  Kansas  City.  He  also  was  exceedingly  fond  of  boating 
and  maintained  a  fifty-footer  at  Atlantic  City  for  a  few  years.  He  attended  the 
Christian  Science  Church.  As  well  as  being  a  lover  of  good  music  and  art,  Mr. 
Epperson  was  an  omnivorous  reader,  and  could  talk  most  fascinatingly  on  prac¬ 
tically  any  subject. 

In  conjunction  with  his  numerous  business  connections,  Mr.  Epperson  found 
time  for  membership  in  the  Kansas  City  Club,  the  Kansas  City  Country  Club,  the 
Blue  Hills  Country  Club,  Lambs’  Club  of  New  York,  Auto  Club,  South  Shore 
Country  Club,  of  Chicago,  Chicago  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  was  a  life  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  1905 
he  was  appointed  an  election  commissioner,  and  of  him  an  editorial  in  the  Kansas 
City  Times,  dated  September  6,  1905,  stated  the  following: 
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There  is  only  one  thing  to  say  about  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  U.  S. 
Epperson  for  the  post  of  election  commissioner,  to  which  Governor 
Folk  has  declared  his  intention  to  appoint  him,  and  that  is  he  has  shown 
a  zealous  and  productive  interest  in  Kansas  City’s  welfare,  and  could  be 
depended  upon  to  do  his  full  share  to  make  the  election  board  an  active 
body  instead  of  a  perfunctory  commission. 

There  could  be  no  pressure  of  persuasion  brought  to  bear  upon  a 
man  like  Folk  to  induce  him  to  confer  upon  any  man  a  position  of  trust 
which  he  considered  him  unworthy  to  fill. 

Mr.  Epperson’s  death  brought  deep  sorrow  and  regret  to  his  business  and 
social  associates,  to  the  members  of  his  community  and  to  Kansas  City  itself. 
The  great  organization  which  this  founder  left  so  firmly  established,  serves  as  a 
memorial  and  tribute  to  the  work  that  he  performed  so  zealously  throughout  his 
active  life. 

Uriah  Spray  Epperson  married,  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  December  n, 
1889,  Elizabeth  Weaver.  (Weaver  IX.)  The  Epperson  home,  situated  at 
Cherry  and  Fifty-second  streets,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city,  being  built  on 
the  English  country  house  plan,  and  contains  forty-eight  rooms,  a  pipe  organ 
and  a  swimming  pool.  Work  was  begun  on  it  before  the  World  War  and  it  was 
completed  in  1921,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Epperson  removed  from  their  former 
residence  at  No.  800  Olive  Street.  At  the  time  of  the  performance  of  “The 
Miracle”  here,  the  organist  of  the  company  rendered  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Epper¬ 
son,  an  organ  recital,  which  more  than  six  hundred  people  attended. 

Mrs.  Epperson  has  donated  a  wing  to  the  building  of  the  Kansas  City  Art 
Institute,  in  memory  of  her  husband,  and  her  generous  benefactions  to  this  insti¬ 
tution  include  a  pipe  organ  of  suitable  size  and  volume,  which  will  add  greatly  to 
the  equipment  and  attractions  of  the  building. 

( Census  Record  of  Decatur  Township ,  Marion  County,  Indiana,  House  No. 
516,  p.  704.  Family  data.) 
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Arms — Sable,  two  bars  argent,  in  chief  three  garbs  or. 

Crest — A  ram’s  head  erased  argent. 

Motto — Esto  fidelis. 

(L.  E.  Weaver :  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family .) 
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EARERS  of  the  name  Weaver  seem  to  have  taken  it  for 
granted  that  their  surname  originated  in  the  occupation  of 
“the  weaver,”  when  it  became  customary  for  artisans  to 
assume  family  names  or  surnames,  their  ancestor  having 
taken  or  having  been  given  the  name  of  his  occupation, 
which  has  been  handed  down  through  the  generations  to 
_ this  day.  The  Weaver  name  first  appears  in  the  Domes¬ 
day  Book,  1086  A.  D.,  in  which  the  Weaver  manor  in  Cheshire,  England,  is 
recorded.  According  to  the  descendants  in  England,  one  Baron  de  Wavre  or  de 
Wevre,  a  Norman  gentleman,  came  to  England  before  the  Conquest  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  on  account  of  the  protection  and  favor  shown  to  Normans  by 
King  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  was  given  the  manor  by  grace  of  the  King. 
Contrary  to  the  custom  prevalent  at  that  time,  that  of  assuming  the  name  of  the 
manor,  he  gave  his  name  to  it  and  thus  emphasized  his  connection  with  the  origi¬ 
nal  Norman  family  which  is  said  to  have  originated  in  Wavres,  Flanders.  H. 
Bailie  Weaver,  a  well-known  authority  on  this  subject,  says  that  nearly  all  of  the 
Weaver  families  are  descended  from  the  Weavers  of  Cheshire,  or  the  Weavers 
of  Herefordshire. 

About  the  fifteenth  century  the  name  was  often  spelled  Weever,  and  later  it 
became  uniformly  spelled  Weaver.  The  following  item  appearing  in  the  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  seems  to  settle  quite  conclusively 
the  question  of  the  origin  of  the  patronymic  Weaver :  “The  Weaver  Family  were, 
for  a  long  succession  of  years,  to  be  found  principally  in  the  three  counties  bor- 
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dering  on  Wales,  viz. :  Cheshire,  Shropshire,  and  Herefordshire.  Their  name 
was  taken  from  the  Manor  of  Weever  near  Middlewick,  Cheshire.” 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  pp.  9, 
10.) 

There  seems  to  be  reasonable  supposition  for  believing  that  the  Weavers, 
whose  definite  origin  may  be  traced  to  Walter  Weaver,  of  Herefordshire,  who 
appears  as  No.  32  of  the  following  pedigree,  attribute  their  beginning  as  a  fam¬ 
ily  to  the  Welsh  princes,  whose  line,  as  far  as  is  possibly  known  (although  rec¬ 
ords  of  such  early  date  are  largely  traditional)  is  given  in  the  following  pedigree. 
It  would  appear  from  the  information  contained  in  the  record  of  Ieuan  (No.  30) 
that  this  was  true. 

(I)  CUNEDDA,  first  ruler  of  the  Welsh  people. 

(II)  EINION  YRTH. 

(III)  CADWALLON  LA  WHIR. 

(IV)  MAELGWN  HIR,  ruled  in  Gwynedd  with  an  iron  hand. 

(V)  RHUN. 

(VI)  BELI. 

(VII)  IAGO. 

(VIII)  CADFAN. 

(IX)  CADWALLON,  hailed  by  the  Welsh  people  as  one  of  their  greatest 
defenders  against  the  encroachments  of  the  English. 

(X)  CADWALADR. 

(XI)  IDWAL. 

(XII)  RHODRI  MOLWYNOG. 
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(XIII)  CYNAN. 

(XIV)  ETHYLLT. 

(XV)  MERFYN  FRYCH,  was  at  war  with  the  Saxons  in  823  and  830, 
and  probably  at  other  times. 

(XVI)  RHODRI  MAWR,  became  ruler  of  all  Wales  except  a  small  part 
in  the  extreme  south. 

(XVII)  CADELL. 

(XVIII)  HYWEL  DHA,  was  the  first  great  law-giver  of  the  Welsh 
people. 

(XIX)  OWAIN. 

(XX)  MAREDUDD. 

(XXI)  ANGHARAD  and  CYNFYN. 

(XXII)  BLEDDYN. 

(XXIII)  CADWGAN. 

(XXIV)  GRUFFYDD. 

(XXV)  MREDYDD  GOCH. 

(XXVI)  MREDYDD  VYCHAN. 

(XXVII)  LLEWELYN. 

(XXVIII)  HYWEL  VYCHAN. 

(XXIX)  MADOC,  became  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Welsh. 

(XXX)  IEUAN.  When  he  was  about  twenty-five,  in  1277,  the  Welsh 
were  at  war  with  the  English,  and  it  was  not  until  1283  that  Wales  was  finally 
subdued.  In  all  probability,  Ieuan  took  an  active  part  in  these  wars.  For  thirty 

33 


WEAVER 


generations  his  ancestors  had  only  a  single  Welsh  name.  Although  the  Welsh 
people  had  no  surnames  until  much  later,  he  named  his  son  Humphrey  Wever. 
There  is  no  such  word  or  name  as  Wever  in  the  Welsh  language  and  in  English 
it  is  used  only  as  the  family  name  of  the  Wevers  of  Cheshire,  many  of  whom 
settled  in  Shropshire  where  Ieuan  lived.  From  these  considerations,  it  would 
seem  quite  certain  that  Ieuan  married  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  Cheshire  Wevers 
who  lived  in  Shropshire,  and  that  their  son  was  named  for  her  family. 

(XXXI)  Humphrey  Wever,  son  of  Ieuan,  was  the  first  of  this  line  to 
have  a  surname  and  to  bear  the  Wever  name.  His  first  name  may  have  come 
from  the  Bohuns,  a  celebrated  family  of  Norman  lords,  who  flourished  at  that 
time  and  who  had  at  least  five  generations  in  succession  named  Humphrey.  He 
married  Joyce  verch  Jenkin  ap  Llewelyn  ap  Einion. 

(XXXII)  WALTER  WEAVER,  son  of  Humphrey  Wever.  His 
descendants  changed  the  name  to  Weaver,  thus  emphasizing  their  separation 
from  the  main  Welsh  line,  which  continued  to  use  the  original  form  of  Wever. 

(XXXIII)  WALTER  (2)  WEAVER,  son  of  Walter  Weaver,  married 
Joane  Bohun,  daughter  and  heyer  (heir)  of  Gilbert  Bohun  and  Marguerite 
(Wastneys)  Bohun,  of  Sallup  (Shropshire). 

BOHUN  ARMS 

Arms — Azure  a  bend  argent  cottised,  between  six  lions  rampant  or. 

( B urke :  G eneral  A rmory. ) 

(XXXIV)  THOMAS  WEAVER,  son  of  Walter  Weaver,  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Wysham,  according  to  one  record,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Wysham,  Knt., 
and  according  to  another,  daughter  of  Richard  Wisham,  Knt. 

WYSHAM  ARMS 

Arms — Sable  a  fess  argent  between  six  martlets  three  and  three  argent. 

(Cooke:  Visitation  of  Herefordshire,  pp.  79-80.) 
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(XXXV)  WALTER  (3)  WEAVER,  son  of  Thomas  Weaver,  married 
Maud  Burghill,  daughter  of  John  Burghill. 

BURGHILL  ARMS 

Arms — Paly  of  six  argent  and  sable  over  all  a  bend  gules. 

(Burke:  General  Armory.) 

(XXXVI)  THOMAS  (2)  WEAVER,  son  of  Walter  Weaver,  married 
Anne  Delabere,  daughter  of  a  Delabere. 

(XXXVII)  JOHN  WEAVER,  son  of-  Thomas  (2)  Weaver,  married 
Jane  Apleby,  daughter  of  James  Apleby. 

APLEBY  ARMS 

Arms — Azure  six  martlets  argent  three,  two  and  one. 

(Burke:  General  Armory.) 

(XXXVIII)  JENKIN  WEAVER,  son  of  John  Weaver,  married  Mar¬ 
guerite  Nanton,  daughter  of  Robert  Nanton. 

(XXXIX)  GRIFFITH  WEAVER,  son  of  Jenkin  Weaver,  married 
Ellen  Sadler,  daughter  of  John  Sadler,  who  was  of  an  ancient  Shropshire  family, 
and  who  then  lived  in  Presteign. 

(XL)  JOHN  (2)  WEAVER,  son  of  Griffith  Weaver,  married  Alice 
Anton.  (Anton  IV.) 

(XLI)  THOMAS  (3)  WEAVER,  son  of  John  Weaver,  was  born  about 
1560-65.  He  is  supposed  to  have  married  Margaret  Adams.  It  is  probable  that 
he  went  from  Presteign  or  London  to  Glastonbury,  where  there  were  several 
other  Weaver  families.  He  is  supposed  to  have  had  other  children  besides 
Clement,  who  heads  our  family  in  America,  but  their  names  are  not  known. 

( Annales  Cambriae.  Brut  y  Tywysogion.  Dwnn:  Visitation  of  Wales. 
Eyton:  Antiquities  of  Shropshire.  The  y  Cymmrodor.  Harleian  MS.,  No. 
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j(?5p.  Great  Britain  Historical  MSS.  Commission.  History  of  Radnorshire. 
Cooke:  Visitation  of  Herefordshire,  p.  99.  Cooke:  Visitation  of  London,  1568, 

P-  35-) 

THE  FAMILY  IN  AMERICA 

I 

CLEMENT  WEAVER,  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Adams)  Weaver, 
the  American  progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the  Weaver  family,  from  whom 
descended  a  large  number  of  all  the  Weaver  families  found  in  New  England,  and 
many  of  those  in  New  York  and  other  States;  was  born  about  1592,  which  was 
several  years  before  the  baptismal  records  of  Glastonbury  begin,  and  died  about 
1683,  “near  an  hundred  years  old.”  Clement  Weaver  came  to  America  from 
Glastonbury.  In  a  list  of  the  property  owners  of  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  in 
1643,  appears  the  name  of  Clement  Weaver,  also  that  of  Thomas  Holbrook,  but 
it  has  not  been  ascertained  how  long  the  former  lived  there.  One  Mr.  Nash, 
historian  of  Weymouth,  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  among  those  who  came 
after  1630,  and  before  the  coming  of  Rev.  Joseph  Hull  and  his  followers  in  1635. 
On  December  11,  1625,  his  father-in-law,  William  Holbrook,  made  his  will, 
naming  “Clement  Wweaver,  ye  elder,  Thomas  Tyly  and  my  sonne  Thomas  Hol¬ 
brook”  as  overseers.  The  fact  that  Clement  Weaver’s  early  residence  was  in 
Weymouth  where  some  of  his  property  adjoined  the  land  of  Thomas  Holbrook, 
his  brother-in-law,  furnishes  the  link  that  was  necessary  to  prove  him  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  son-in-law  of  William  Holbrook,  and  husband  of  Rebecca  Holbrook.  It 
is  not  definitely  know  when  Clement  Weaver  left  Weymouth,  but  it  was  probably 
some  time  before  1643  and  1651.  He  removed  to  the  Island  of  Rhodes,  which  at 
that  time  comprised  the  Portsmouth  settlement,  started  in  1638,  and  that  of  New¬ 
port,  begun  in  1639.  According  to  tradition,  he  lived  on  a  farm  in  the  north¬ 
west  part  of  the  town  which  lies  in  the  territory  which  became  Middletown  in 
1743,  and  there  built  himself  a  stone  house  which  only  comparatively  recently 
has  been  pulled  down.  It  seems  likely  that  for  a  short  while  at  least  the  family 
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joined  the  colony  at  Newport  village.  Most  of  the  Newport  records  have  been 
destroyed  by  war,  but  among  those  which  escaped  destruction  were  three  vol¬ 
umes  of  land  records,  and  through  these  it  has  been  learned  that  Clement  Weaver 
Jr.,  owned  land  on  “a  highway  leading  to  the  Milne  of  Newport,”  March  27, 
I653-54- 

Clement  Weaver  married,  in  Glastonbury,  Somersetshire,  England,  May  19, 
1617,  Rebecca  Holbrook,  daughter  of  William  Holbrook.  In  the  parish  register 
of  St.  John’s  Church,  the  entry  of  this  event  is  recorded  as  follows:  “1617 
Menso  May,  Clementus  Weaver  duxit  in  urorem  Rebecca  Holbrook  19  Maij 
prdict.” 

Children : 

1.  Clement,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Elner,  only  one  of  the  children  whose  baptismal  record  is  found,  was 

baptized  at  St.  Benedict’s,  Glastonbury,  England,  September  10, 
1623;  probably  the  Eleanor  who  became,  about  1648,  the  second 
wife  of  John  Peckham,  of  Newport,  and  became  the  mother  of  at 
least  nine  of  his  twelve  children. 

3.  Elizabeth,  born  probably  in  one  of  the  years  of  which  the  registers  of 

Glastonbury  are  missing;  died  probably  around  1690;  married  Rev. 
Thomas  Dungan,  who  died  in  1688.  Children:  i.  William,  married 
Deborah  Wing.  ii.  Clement,  iii.  Elizabeth,  married  Nathaniel 
West,  who  died  before  November  2,  1697.  iv.  Thomas,  died  June 
23,  1759;  married  a  Drake,  v.  Rebecca,  married  Edward  Doyle, 
vi.  Jeremiah,  died  April  6,  1671;  married  Deborah  Drake,  vii. 
Mary,  married  a  Richards,  viii.  John.  ix.  Sarah,  married  James 
Kerrill. 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  pp. 
60-63.) 
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II 

SERGEANT  CLEMENT  WEAVER,  JR.,  son  of  Clement  and  Rebecca 
(Holbrook)  Weaver,  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  England,  between  1617  and 
1625,  and  died  probably  in  1683.  His  will  executed  November  24,  1680,  was 
probated  in  1683.  The  earliest  mention  of  him  is  in  his  grandfather  Holbrook’s 
will,  December  11,  1625,  which  provides  that  he  and  his  cousins  Thomas  Hol¬ 
brook,  Jr.,  and  Edmund  Tyly  should  have  “my  ground  att  yemoore  geate 
together  with  ye  leases  and  conveyances  thereof”  ....  “if  my  son  John  Hol- 
brook^be  dead.”  It  is  probable  that  Clement  Weaver,  Jr.,  came  to  America  with 
his  parents  while  still  young,  lived  a  few  years  at  Weymouth  and  then  settled  at 
Newport.  He  was  often  referred  to  as  sergeant,  but  the  significance  of  this  title 
is  not  known.  In  1655  was  made  the  earliest  known  list  of  freemen  of  the  colony, 
and  in  this  appear  Clement  Weaver  and  Clement  Weaver,  Jr.,  as  belonging  to 
Newport.  This  does  not  show,  however,  when  they  were  admitted.  On  July  4, 
1659,  he  sold  thirty  acres  of  land  to  Joshua  Coggeshall,  of  Portsmouth,  and  the 
deed  was  recorded  in  Portsmouth.  He  was  called  of  Newport  and  signed  by  a 
mark  “R.”  On  March  6,  1664,  he  became  the  owner  of  land  in  Westerly.  Clem¬ 
ent  Weaver  and  John  Weaver  were  among  the  fifty  persons  to  whom  the  town¬ 
ship  of  East  Greenwich  was  granted,  October  31,  1677,  the  grant  consisting  of 
5,000  acres  and  to  be  laid  out  in  parcels  of  one  hundred  acres  for  each.  On 
August  28,  1680,  Sergeant  Clement  Weaver,  of  Newport,  deeded  “my  farm  in 
East  Greenwich  of  90  acres”  to  “my  son  Clement  Weever  of  East  Greenwich 
for  life”  ....  In  addition  to  these  lands  already  mentioned,  Sergeant  Clement 
Weaver  owned  land  in  the  “Narragansett  Country,”  and  called  by  the  name 
“Wesquadnaigue.”  During  the  years  1681  and  1682  Clement  Weaver’s  peace¬ 
ful  and  serene  mode  of  living  was  interrupted  by  one  Benedict  Arnold,  of  New¬ 
port,  who  sued  him  for  trespass  and  won  a  verdict  of  fifteen  shillings  and  costs 
of  Court.  He  had  further  experience  with  the  courts,  having  served  several  times 
on  the  Grand  Jury  in  1671,  1680,  1681,  1683,  and  probably  other  years.  The 
latest  mention  of  him  is  September  4,  1683,  in  the  Newport  Town  Records,  where 
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he  is  referred  to  as  a  grand  juryman,  his  name  being  preceded  by  the  title  of 
sergeant. 

Clement  Weaver  married,  between  1645  and  J648,  Mary  Freeborn.  (Free¬ 
born  II.) 

Children : 

1.  Clement,  3D,  born  probably  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  about  1647,  died 

in  1691 ;  married  (second),  after  May  6,  1678,  Rachel  Andrews,  of 
Newport. 

2.  William,  born  perhaps  in  1649,  died  probably  before  January  15,  1676. 

3.  John,  born  about  1649-50,  died  before  February  11,  1702-03. 

4.  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

(Ibid.,  pp.  64-66,  70.) 

Ill 

THOMAS  WEAVER,  son  of  Clement  and  Mary  (Freeborn)  Weaver, 
was  born  probably  before  1657,  and  died  in  Middletown,  between  July  17,  1752, 
the  date  of  his  will,  and  June  18,  1753,  when  it  was  probated.  He  was  the 
founder  of  the  Middletown  branch  of  the  family,  and  settling  in  the  north¬ 
westerly  section  of  the  town  of  Newport,  his  farm  was  located  on  the  West 
Main  Road,  extending  down  to  the  bay,  and  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
town  clerk’s  office  in  Middletown.  On  June  13,  1743,  he  was  among  the  peti¬ 
tioners  for  the  erection  of  the  new  town,  and  in  the  record  of  the  first  Middletown 
meeting,  August  30,  1743,  he  and  his  four  sons  and  four  or  five  of  his  grandsons 
formed  a  good  percentage  of  the  eighty-four  freemen  enumerated.  A  very  prom¬ 
inent  citizen  of  Newport,  he  was  very  often  entrusted  with  many  public  offices, 
whose  duties  he  performed  very  satisfactorily.  Thomas  Weaver  was  chosen 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  the  years  1693-94,  96,  1703-10-13-15,  1717-21- 
1722-23;  and  was  also  lieutenant  of  the  train  band.  He  also  held  numerous 
minor  offices,  such  as  surveyor  of  highways  and  town  councillor.  In  his  will,  he 
gave  to  his  son  Thomas  the  homestead  in  Middletown  with  all  the  buildings,  etc. ; 
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to  his  son,  Clement  “all  my  land  in  Middletown  which  I  purchased  of  Exekial 
Hunt,  with  the  18  acre  lot  adjoining,  it  being  the  land  whereon  the  said  Clement 
now  dwelleth,”  with  all  the  buildings,  etc.  To  his  son  Benjamin  he  gave  the 
“land  in  Middletown  which  I  purchased  from  William  Coddington,  being  the 
land  whereon  he  now  dwelleth,”  with  all  buildings  thereon,  etc.  To  his  son  John 
he  left  fifty  shillings  and  his  daughter  Mary  five  pounds. 

Thomas  Weaver  married  Mary,  probably  Vaughan,  daughter  of  John  and 
Gilliam  Vaughan,  of  Newport. 

Children : 

1.  Mary,  born  December  22,  1684;  married,  previous  to  May  11,  1699, 

George  Foster.  Children:  i.  Hannah,  born  November  27,  1700,  died 
March  30,  1701.  ii.  William,  probably  the  one  who  married  in  East 
Greenwich,  February  13,  1723,  Ann  Hazelton.  iii.  Sarah,  iv. 
Thomas,  born  March  10,  1710-11;  probably  the  one  who  married, 
March  3,  1732,  Martha  Hazelton.  v.  Elizabeth,  married,  June  12, 
l737>  John  Greene,  vi.  Marcy,  married  March  1,  1740,  Benjamin 
Gorton,  vii.  Josiah,  married,  March  22,  1747,  Deborah  Spencer. 

2.  Thomas,  Jr.,  probably  born  in  Newport,  between  1686-90,  died  in  Mid¬ 

dletown,  between  August  20,  1760,  and  November  24,  1760;  mar¬ 
ried,  about  1715,  or  earlier,  Mary  Coggeshall,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Stanton)  Coggeshall. 

3.  John,  of  whom  further. 

4.  Clement,  born  in  Newport,  about  1693  or  earlier,  died  in  Middletown, 

before  September  18,  1769;  married  Elizabeth. 

5.  Benjamin,  born  probably  in  Newport,  died  in  Middletown,  early  part  of 

September,  1754!  married  Hannah  Coggeshall. 

6.  Elizabeth,  died  February  8,  1750,  unmarried. 

7.  Comfort,  born  in  Newport,  December  24,  1698,  died  in  Middletown,  in 

1752,  unmarried. 


{Ibid.,  pp.  71,  72,  80,  81,  82. 
Rhode  Island,  pp.  414-15.) 
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IV 

JOHN  WEAVER,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Vaughan?)  Weaver,  was 
born  in  Newport,  in  or  before  1690,  and  died  in  Cranston,  Rhode  Island,  July  31, 
1754.  He  was  admitted  freeman  of  Newport,  July  29,  1713,  and  of  the  colony 
May  4,  1714.  Between  the  years  1744  and  1754,  he  made  several  land  transac¬ 
tions.  On  August  6,  1754,  the  inventory  of  his  estate  was  made,  the  amount 
being  £1174. 

John  Weaver  married  (first),  March  15,  1710,  Alice  Berry,  of  East  Green¬ 
wich,  born  there,  June  30,  1690,  died  in  Newport,  July  24,  1731,  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Elizabeth  (or  Eleanor)  Berry.  He  married  (second),  May  10,  1750, 
in  Middletown,  Avis  Coggeshall,  of  Middletown,  who  survived  him.  She  was 
probably  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Stanton)  Coggeshall. 

Children,  of  the  first  marriage,  probably  born  in  Newport,  but  only  the  first 
five  being  recorded  there : 

1.  Elizabeth,  born  March  1,  1712;  married,  about  1730,  William  Shrive, 

of  Portsmouth,  born  May  3,  1705,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Shrive. 
Children:  i.  Alice,  born  July  21,  1731.  ii.  Elizabeth,  born  May  29, 
1734- 

2.  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Alice  (erroneously  printed  in  the  Newport  record  as  Julia),  born  March 

1,  1716,  probably  died  young. 

4.  Mary,  born  May  29,  1718;  married  Nicholas  Brown,  of  Portsmouth, 

Middletown,  Coventry  and  West  Greenwich.  Children :  i.  Alse,  born 
June  20,  1737.  ii.  Mary,  born  April  26,  1739.  iii.  Tobias,  born 
September  22,  1741.  iv.  Nicholas,  born  November  1,  1743.  v.  Ben¬ 
jamin,  born  May  1,  1746.  vi.  Ruth,  born  November  9,  1748.  vii. 
Ruamy,  born  August  19,  1751. 

5.  Ruth,  born  March  11,  1719;  married,  in  Middletown,  January  12,  1743, 

Thomas  Shrive,  of  Portsmouth.  Children :  i.  Mary,  born  November 
5,  1744.  ii.  Ruth,  born  November  13,  1746. 
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6.  Elisha,  born  about  1720-21,  died  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  between 

May  5>  j766,  and  September  3,  1768;  married,  in  Bristol,  in  1743, 
Mary  Walker,  born  October  23,  1722,  daughter  of  William  and  Han¬ 
nah  Walker,  of  Bristol.  Children:  i.  John,  born  March  10,  1744. 
ii.  William,  born  March  15,  1745.  iii.  George,  born  January  11, 
1747.  iv.  Mary,  born  November  6,  1748;  married  David  Weaver, 
v.  Avis,  born  October  4,  1750.  vi.  Lucy. 

7.  John,  Jr.,  born  about  1723;  married,  about  1744,  Mary.  Children:  i. 

David,  born  about  1745.  ii.  John,  born  about  1747.  iii.  Thomas, 
born  about  1749.  iv.  Benjamin. 

8.  Jonathan,  born  about  1725;  married  (first),  June  11,  1747,  Elizabeth 

Ingraham;  (second),  but  her  name  is  not  known.  Children,  except 
the  last,  of  the  first  marriage:  i.  Jonathan,  ii.  Joshua,  born  March 
3>  !753-  John.  iv.  Elijah,  married  Anne,  probably  daughter  of 
Elijah  and  Anne  Wattles,  v.  Elizabeth,  born  about  1761,  died  in 
October,  1838,  unmarried,  vi.  Lodowick,  born  May  18,  1763.  vii. 
Asa,  born  September  27,  1770.  viii.  James. 

9.  Desire,  born  about  1727;  married,  about  1745-46,  William  Culver. 

Children:  i.  Mary,  born  January  2,  1746-47.  ii.  David,  born  July 
15,  1750;  married  Dorcas  Hall,  daughter  of  Preserved  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hall.  iii.  Joel,  born  August  31,  1752.  iv.  Sarah,  born  March 
<  9,  1757- 

10.  Comfort,  born  probably  about  1729;  married,  February  9,  1749-50, 
John  Matteson,  Jr.,  son  of  Henry  Matteson.  Children:  i.  Ruth, 
born  November  1,  1750.  ii.  Elijah,  born  February  20,  1753.  iii. 
Comfort  (or  Thankful),  born  June  23,  1754. 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  pp.  84, 
85*  86,  106,  107,  108.  J.  O.  Austin:  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island, 
P-  4I5-) 
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V 

THOMAS  WEAVER,  son  of  John  and  Alice  (Berry)  Weaver,  was  born 
in  Newport,  October  3,  1713,  and  died  in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  between 
August  20,  1751,  the  date  of  his  will,  and  December  30,  1751,  when  it  was  pro¬ 
bated.  He  married,  in  Newport,  May  1,  1735,  Sarah  Davis.  (Davis  II.) 
Children : 

1.  Mary,  born  February  11,  1736;  married,  July  3,  1753..  Job  Irish,  son 

of  Jedediah  and  Mary  Irish.  They  were  Quakers  and  their  marriage 
record  appears  among  the  Friends’  records  of  South  Kingstown,  as 
do  the  births  of  their  children,  as  follows :  i.  Benjamin,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1753-54.  ii.  Elizabeth,  born  February  20,  1756.  iii.  Lydia, 
born  May  4,  1759.  iv.  Jedediah,  born  March  3,  1762.  v.  Mary, 
born  October  19,  1766,  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  vi.  Peter  Davis, 
born  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  July  14,  1768.  vii.  John,  born  in 
Stonington,  Connecticut,  February  11,  1771. 

2.  Alice,  born  May  12,  1737;  married  Thomas  Weaver. 

3.  John,  born  February  2,  1739,  died  in  Jamestown,  Rhode  Island,  March 

23,  1812;  married  (first)  Mary,  who  probably  died  by  or  before 
1772;  (second)  Dorcas  Foster,  born  March  29,  1740,  died  in  James¬ 
town,  July  10,  1811,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Elizabeth  Foster.  Chil¬ 
dren,  first  two  by  first  marriage,  others  by  second  marriage:  i.  John, 
born  September  20,  1768.  ii.  Mary,  married,  February  3,  1802, 
Arnold  Weeden,  son  of  John  and  Freelove  Weeden.  iii.  Caleb  Fos¬ 
ter,  born  about  1774,  died  September  4,  1846;  married  Phebe  R. 
Dockray.  iv.  Benjamin  Irish. 

4.  Prudence,  born  September  2,  1740. 

5.  Ruth,  born  in  Bristol,  October  9,  1742,  died  between  July  27  and  August 

18,  1794,  unmarried. 

6.  Elizabeth,  died  leaving  a  will  dated  January  19,  and  proved  September 

21,  1795- 
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7.  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  May  3,  1746,  died  in  Voluntown,  Connecticut,  between 

September  13,  1802,  and  January  n,  1803;  married  Rebecca,  who 
was  living  February  27,  1806.  Children:  i.  Jabez.  ii.  Benjamin, 
died  in  Franklin,  Connecticut,  December  6,  1837.  iii.  Davis,  born 
October  31,  1775.  ’w-  Hannah,  v.  Job.  vi.  Solomon,  born  January 
25,  I7&5-  Hi.  Sarah,  viii.  Abigail,  ix.  John  R.,  born  June  18,  1790, 
died  November  6,  1877;  married  Olive  Babcock,  x.  William,  xi. 
Elizabeth,  xii.  Mary. 

8.  Davis,  born  April  7,  1748;  probably  unmarried. 

9.  Zebulon,  of  whom  further. 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver :  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family ,  pp.  106, 
146,  147.  J.  O.  Austin :  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,  p.  415.  Rhode 
Island  Vital  Records,  Vol.  IV,  p.  75;  Vol.  V,  p.  141 ;  Vol.  VI,  p.  111 ;  Vol.  VII, 
p.  211.) 

VI 

ZEBULON  WEAVER,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Davis)  Weaver,  was 
born  in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  in  1752,  and  died  November  7,  1798,  being 
buried  on  a  farm  in  North  Stonington,  Connecticut.  His  will,  dated  October  17, 
1798,  was  proved  December  3,  1798,  at  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island.  Zebulon 
Weaver  married,  November  6,  1777,  Dorcas  Hoxsie,  born  May  18,  1749,  died 
March  6,  1847.  According  to  the  Weaver  Genealogy,  she  was  the  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Knowles)  Hoxsie.  The  Rhode  Island  Vital  Records, 
however,  make  her  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Hoxsie.  Careful  research 
has  failed  to  prove  which  of  the  two  is  the  more  authentic.  Evidently,  his  wife, 
Dorcas  Hoxsie,  went  to  Butternuts,  Otsego  County,  New  York,  perhaps  residing 
with  her  son,  John  Weaver,  who  married  Lydia  Rathbun,  as  the  following  is 
found  in  the  Friends’  Records  of  Butternuts,  Neve  York:  u Doras  Weaver  died 
at  Butternuts,  New  York,  3  mo.  10,  1847,  aged  97  yrs.  9  mo.” 
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Children,  born  in  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island : 

1.  Anne,  born  October  i,  1778,  died  in  Thornton,  Indiana,  November  28, 

1863;  married,  at  Butternuts  (now  Morris),  New  York,  August  21, 
1800,  Gifford  Collins,  born  July  25,  1776,  died  March  10,  1872.  Chil¬ 
dren:  i.  Meribah,  born  July  25,  1801.  ii.  Lydia,  born  November  14, 
1803.  iii.  Rowland  R.,  born  August  30,  1805.  iv.  Cynthia,  born 
March  23,  1807.  v.  Susan,  born  January  26,  1809.  vi.  Mary  B., 
born  March  14,  1811.  vii.  Lewis  G.,  born  April  5,  1813.  viii.  Guil- 
elma,  born  April  16,  1815.  ix.  Deborah,  born  May  21,  1817.  x. 
Jabez,  born  September  21,  1819.  xi.  Catherine,  born  August  28, 

1822. 

2.  John  Hoxsie,  born  May  3,  1780,  died  in  Smyrna,  New  York,  May  3, 

1874;  married,  in  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island,  November  10,  1803, 
Lydia  Rathbone  or  Rathbun,  born  November  29,  1785,  died  March 
13,  1852.  Children:  i.  Rowland,  born  December  14,  1804,  died,  in 
Rockford,  Illinois,  April  9,  1870;  married  Eunice,  ii.  Phebe,  born 
January  24,  1807,  died  August  16,  1841 ;  married  a  Carr.  iii.  Anna, 
born  November  11,  1808,  died  in  Westmoreland,  New  York,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1848;  married  Isaac  Peckham.  iv.  Elisha  Ttiornion,  born 
November  19,  1810.  v.  Dorcas,  born  July  2,  1813,  died  February  4, 
1898;  unmarried,  vi.  Mary  Bound,  born  April  21,  1815,  died  in 
Newmarket,  Ontario,  April  19,  1909;  married,  November  6,  1833, 
Stephen  Townsend  Peckham.  vii.  Joshua,  born  February  19,  1817, 
died  September  26,  1839.  viii.  Chester  Allen,  born  March  31,  1819. 
ix.  Gilbert,  born  May  4,  1821.  x.  John  Wells,  born  September  12, 

1823.  xi.  Charles  R.,  born  August  4,  1827. 

3.  Ruth,  born  December  24,  1781 ;  married  Joshua  Osborn. 

4.  Zebulon,  Jr.,  born  September  26,  1783,  died  in  Hamilton,  New  York, 

in  1857;  married,  March  12,  1807,  Eunice  W.  Miner,  born  May  25, 
1787,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  who  was  one  of 
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the  founders  of  the  New  Haven  Colony.  Children:  i.  Lydia,  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  Morse,  ii.  Mary  L.,  born  March  5,  1816,  died  May  19, 
1894;  married,  October  10,  1840,  Stephen  Atwater,  iii.  Elias,  mar¬ 
ried  Lucy  Short.  iv.  Amanda,  married  a  Van  Fradenburg.  v.  a  son. 

5.  Lydia,  born  November  3,  1785;  married  James  Sherman.  Children:  i. 

Ruth.  ii.  Euphemia,  married  Stephen  Hunt. 

6.  Joshua ,  of  whom  further. 

7.  Dorcas,  born  August  7,  1792,  died  March  30,  1887;  married,  March  22, 

1812,  Hammond  Short,  born  March  10,  1791,  died  September  18, 
1864.  Children:  i.  Jane  M.,  born  November  22,  1813;  married 
Erasmus  Bowen,  ii.  Mary  Ann,  born  June  29,  1816;  married  the 
Rev.  Chauncey  Darby,  iii.  Cordelia  G.,  born  September  5,  1818; 
married  Charles  H.  Wheadon.  iv.  Lucy  A.,  born  July  6,  1820;  mar¬ 
ried  Elias  Weaver,  v.  Eliza  D.,  born  April  23,  1823;  married  Rev. 
Edgar  Perkins,  vi.  Helen  L.,  born  September  6,  1825;  married 
Edwin  Darby,  vii.  Orville  H.,  born  November  28,  1828;  married 
(first)  Sara  Clements;  (second)  Clara  O.  Young,  viii.  Franklin 
Eldredge,  born  February  29,  1832;  married,  May  27,  1856,  lone 
Clarissa  Lanphere,  born  July  28,  1836,  died  May  9,  1900. 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  pp. 
148,  149,  249-54.  Rhode  Island  Vital  Records,  Vol.  VII,  pp.  21 1,  232.  Rhode 
Island  Census  for  1790.) 

VII 

JOSHUA  WEAVER,  son  of  Zebulon  and  Dorcas  (Hoxsie)  Weaver,  was 
born  in  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island,  February  21,  1788,  and  died  in  Homer,  New 
York,  August  30,  1869.  He  was  a  harness-maker  and  saddler  and  also  a  farmer 
at  Butternuts,  New  York.  Joshua  Weaver  married,  in  Lebanon,  New  York, 
April  13,  1809,  Elizabeth  Hoxsie  Tefft.  (Tefft  VI.) 
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Children : 

1.  William ,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Zebulon,  born  in  Morris,  New  York,  December  15,  1811,  died  in  Son- 

yea,  New  York,  in  1903;  married  Emma  Gage,  born  July  14,  1828, 
died  April  3,  1895.  Children:  i.  Blanche,  born  in  Cicero,  New  York, 
in  1858;  married,  October  15,  1894,  William  Baxter,  born  in  1850. 
ii.  Lewis,  born  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  December  16,  1861;  mar¬ 
ried  Jane  Kelsey. 

3.  Caleb,  born  March  24,  1813,  died  in  Albany,  New  York,  April  24,  1876; 

married  Eliza  Allen  Knapp  Staats,  born  in  1825,  died  May  11,  1858. 
Children :  i.  Mary  Elizabeth,  died  in  infancy,  ii.  Kate  Estelle,  born 
February  15,  1851;  married,  December  7,  1881,  William  Alexander 
Moore,  born  December  7,  1856.  iii.  Lillian  Dudley,  born  January  30, 
1853;  married,  November  9,  1881,  George  Henry  Hitchcock,  born 
July  23,  1855,  died  October  13,  1911.  iv.  Clara  Staats,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  1855,  died  August  16,  1895;  unmarried,  v.  Caleb,  died  in 
infancy,  vi.  Eliza,  died  in  infancy. 

4.  Abigail  C.,  born  in  Morris,  New  York,  April  12,  1815;  married  Rufus 

Pierson.  Children :  i.  Eliza  Ann.  ii.  Edwin. 

5.  Joshua,  born  in  Morris,  New  York,  July  17,  1817,  died  at  Walton,  New 

York,  November  28,  1905;  married  Sally  Purdy  Radcliff,  born 
November  14,  1815,  died  June  23,  1890.  Children:  i.  Charles  Henry, 
born  November  18,  1839.  ii.  Clarissa  Estella,  born  March  27,  1842, 
died  September  1,  1904;  married,  October  10,  1864,  Gifford  Rifen- 
bark,  born  May  3,  1840,  died  June  6,  1909.  iii.  James  A.,  born  May 
25,  1845.  Susan  Elizabeth,  born  May  15,  1847;  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1862,  Joseph  F.  McLeish,  died  December  5,  1900. 

6.  Sarah  Ann,  born  January  14,  1820;  married  a  Mr.  Mann.  Children: 

i.  Hearty,  ii.  Henry,  iii.  Elizabeth,  iv.  Charlotte. 
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7.  Hammond  Short,  born  in  Morris,  New  York,  March  9,  1822;  married 

a  Spear.  Child :  i.  Lewis. 

8.  Mary  E.,  born  in  Morris,  New  York,  November  23,  1824,  died  at 

Homer,  New  York;  married  Frederick  Elson. 

9.  Charles  Henry,  born  June  10,  1829,  in  New  York  City,  died  in  King’s 

Ferry,  New  York,  September  26,  1905;  married  Elizabeth  Stedman, 
born  December  12,  1828,  died  September  21,  1869.  Children:  i. 
Ella  Grace,  born  July  28,  i860;  married,  September  20,  1887,  John 
Murphy,  ii.  Alice  Ruth,  born  June  3,  1862,  died  June  22,  1898;  mar¬ 
ried,  November  10,  1880,  Clayton  A.  Culver,  born  November  3, 
1859.  iii-  Henry  Charles,  born  November  20,  1863. 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  pp. 
254,  255,  392-94.  C.  H.  W.  Stocking:  The  Tefft  Ancestry.) 

VIII 

WILLIAM  WEAVER,  son  of  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  Hoxsie  (Tefft) 
Weaver,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  New  York,  February  20,  1810.  He  married 
Eliza  Spencer. 

Children  : 

1.  Ann  Eliza,  married  a  Parker  and  had  a  son,  Frank. 

2.  Robert,  died  of  smallpox ;  unmarried. 

3.  Elizabeth,  of  whom  further. 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver :  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  p.  254.) 

IX 

ELIZABETH  WEAVER,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  (Spencer) 
Weaver,  married  Uriah  Spray  Epperson.  (Epperson  V.)  (Ibid.) 
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AWKINS,  Hawkin,  Hawking,  Hawkings,  Hawkes  and 
Hawks  are  English  surnames  which  were  derived  from 
the  diminutive  “Halkins,”  taken  from  the  nickname  “Hal,” 
baptized  “the  son  of  Henry”  (or  “Harry”).  The  family 
has  been  resident  in  several  counties  of  England  for  many 
centuries,  one  of  the  earliest  places  of  settlement  having 
been  York  County,  where  record  of  them  was  made  as 

early  as  1379. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.) 

The  Hawkins  family  of  North  Carolina  were  early  settled  in  that  State. 
Grimes  in  his  North  Carolina  Wills  shows  one  will  probated  there  as  far  back  as 
1686.  The  name,  however,  is  too  frequently  found  in  the  latter  State  in  the  days 
when  the  western  migration  was  taking  place,  to  tell  just  the  branch  of  the  family 
to  which  William  Hawkins  of  Indiana  (the  first  definitely  known  ancestor  of  this 
family)  belonged. 

William  Hawkins  and  his  brother  Jesse  came  to  Decatur  Township,  Marion 
County,  Indiana,  where  they  are  listed  side  by  side  in  the  census  records  of  1830 
and  1840.  Of  Jesse  Hawkins  we  find  the  following  in  Sulgrove’s  History  of 
Marion  County:  “Jesse  Hawkins,  Decatur  Township,  Marion  County,  Indiana, 
came  from  Carolina  in  1825.  Located  on  the  east  half  of  quarter  section  28, 
range  2  (same  range  and  township  as  that  of  James  Epperson).  He  died  about 
1858.” 

Since  we  will  later  find  that  William  Hawkins  died  before  this  date  and  that 
his  widow  and  children  are  carefully  recorded  living  together,  it  is  logical  to 
assume  that  the  members  of  the  Hawkins  family,  who  William  Epperson  took 
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into  his  house  were  the  children  of  Jesse  Hawkins,  and  cousins  of  Rachel  Haw¬ 
kins,  wife  of  William  Epperson.  Close  ties  seem  to  have  united  these  families  of 
Epperson  and  Hawkins  all  through  the  years. 

( Census  Records  of  Marion  County,  Indiana,  of  1840,  i860.  Sulgrove: 
History  of  Marion  County,  Indiana,  p.  514.) 

Of  the  direct  line  we  have : 

I 

WILLIAM  HAWKINS  was  listed  in  the  census  records  of  Marion 
County,  Indiana,  of  1830  and  1840,  as  head  of  family,  and  died  before  the  census 
of  1850,  at  which  time  Martha  Hawkins  was  his  widow.  The  Hawkins  family 
lived  in  House  No.  115,  being  next  door  neighbors  to  Edith  Epperson  in  House 
No.  1 14,  in  Decatur  Township,  Marion  County.  We  find  the  following  record 
of  the  widow  of  William  Hawkins  and  the  list  of  his  children : 


Martha  Hawkins,  b.  Ind.  age  40 
Rachel  “  “  “  “  20 

Isaac  “  “  “  “16 

Hannah  “  “  “  “15 

Martha  “  “  “  “  12 

John  “  “  “  “  8 


Therefore,  William  Hawkins  married  Martha,  who  was  born  in  Indiana, 
about  1810.  Among  their  children  was: 

1.  Rachel,  of  whom  further. 


( Census  Records  of  Marion  County,  Indiana,  of  1830,  1840,  1850.) 


II 

RACHEL  HAWKINS,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Hawkins,  was 
born  in  Indiana,  about  1828-30.  She  married  William  Epperson.  (Epperson 
IV.) 

( Census  Records  of  Marion  County,  Indiana,  of  1850,  i860.) 
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HE  surname  Tefft  has  undergone  the  usual  changes  in 
spelling,  being  written  Tefft,  Teffe,  Tifft  and  Tift.  It  is 
of  Saxon  origin  and  means  “The  place  where  the  house 
has  stood.”  The  name  appears  in  early  Saxon  annals  and 
its  origin  and  meaning  are  attested  by  etymological  author¬ 
ities.  The  first  persons  to  bear  the  name  in  America  were 
William  and  John  Tefft;  the  former  settled  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  at  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island.  With  these  brothers 
was  probably  a  sister,  Sara  Tefft,  who  died  in  1642. 

(C.  H.  W.  Stocking:  The  Tefft  Ancestry.) 

I 

JOHN  TEFFT,  the  progenitor  of  this  family,  was  born  in  England,  and 
died  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  January  18,  1676.  He  settled  in  Portsmouth. 
Rhode  Island,  about  1635.  Little  is  known  of  him  except  that  he  owned  land  in 
Portsmouth,  and  was  a  freeman  of  that  place.  John  Tefft  married  Mary  Bar¬ 
ber,  who  died  in  1679. 

Children : 

1.  A  daughter,  married  Samuel  Wilson. 

2.  Samuel,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Joshua. 

4.  Tabitha. 

(C.  H.  W.  Stocking:  The  Tefft  Ancestry.) 
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II 

SAMUEL  TEFFT,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Barber)  Tefft,  was  born  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1644,  and  died  in  1725,  his  will  being  proved 
December  20,  1725.  He  was  of  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  in  1677.  He  and 
twenty-six  others  bought  the  tract  of  land  called  Swampton  in  Narragansett. 
Samuel  Tefft  married  Elizabeth  Jenckes.  (Jenckes  III.) 

Children : 

1.  John,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Samuel,  Jr. 

3.  Peter. 

4.  Sarah. 

5.  Elizabeth. 

6.  Esther. 

7.  Mary. 

8.  Tabitha. 

9.  Mercy. 

10.  Susannah.  (Ibid.) 

III 

JOHN  (2)  TEFFT,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Jenckes)  Tefft,  lived  at 
South  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  died  in  1760.  He  married,  probably 
about  1698,  Joanna  Sprague.  (Sprague  III.) 

Children : 

1.  John,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Joanna,  born  in  1701 ;  married  John  Webb. 

3.  Joseph,  born  January  8,  1710. 

4.  Samuel. 

5.  James,  born  April  21,  1715. 

6.  Nathan,  born  March  14,  1717;  married  Isabel  Stanton. 
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7.  Mary,  married  Benjamin  Barber. 

8.  Mercy,  born  April  21,  1715 ;  married  Rev.  James  Rogers. 

9.  Mehitable,  born  February  12,  1718;  married  Captain  John  Rogers. 

10.  Tabitha. 

11.  Sarah,  married  (first)  Hezekiah  Brown. 

12.  Elizabeth. 

{Ibid.  W.  V.  Sprague:  Sprague  Families  in  America  (1913),  p.  135. 
Thirty-third  and  Thirty-fourth  Annual  of  Reynolds  Family  Association,  p.  63.) 

IV 

JOHN  (3)  TEFFT,  son  of  John  and  Joanna  (Sprague)  Tefft,  was  born  in 
Richmond,  Rhode  Island,  December  4,  1699,  but  he  lived  in  Westerly  and  South 
Kingston,  Rhode  Island.  He  married,  December  21,  1721,  Mary  Reynolds. 
(Reynolds  IV.) 

Children : 

1.  Deliverance,  born  August  19,  1722. 

2.  Sarah,  born  April  27,  1725. 

3.  Jonathan,  born  April  29,  1727. 

4.  John,  born  March  9,  1729. 

5.  Robert,  born  May  25,  1732. 

6.  Mary,  born  September  20,  1734. 

7.  Patience,  born  April  21,  1737. 

8.  Deborah,  born  May  18,  1739. 

9.  Mehitable,  born  August  3,  1742. 

10.  Elizabeth,  born  February  10,  1744. 

11.  Jeremiah,  of  whom  further. 

12.  Miriam,  born  January  16,  1749,  died  in  1768. 

(C.  H.  W.  Stocking:  The  Tefft  Ancestry .) 


73 


TEFFT 


V 

JEREMIAH  TEFFT,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Reynolds)  Tefft,  was  born 
May  29,  I747>  and  was  of  Richmond,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  an  ensign  in  the 
Second  Richmond  Company,  Second  Regiment  of  Militia,  1776-77;  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1802-06;  and  was  deputy  to  the  Legislature.  Jeremiah 
Tefft  married  Rhoda  Hoxsie,  born  about  1747,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Mercy)  Hoxsie. 

Children : 

1.  Mary,  born  April  24,  1771. 

2.  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  born  December  29,  1772,  died  young. 

3.  John,  born  December  18,  1778. 

4.  Abigail,  born  March  29,  1781,  died  in  Brookfield,  Madison  County, 

New  York,  October  5,  :  853 ;  married,  in  Charlestown,  Rhode  Island, 
December  27,  1798,  Robert  Greene. 

5.  Rhoda,  born  April  1 1,  1783. 

6.  Mercy,  born  May  20,  1785,  died  in  Brookfield,  Madison  County,  New 

York,  September  20,  1839;  married,  in  Rhode  Island,  May  2,  1801, 
William  Greene. 

7.  Jeremiah,  born  August  11,  1787. 

8.  Jonathan,  born  March  18,  1790. 

9.  Elizabeth  Hoxsie,  of  whom  further. 

{Ibid.  Descendants  of  Joseph  Greene,  of  Westerly ,  Rhode  Island  (1894), 
PP-357,  359-) 

VI 

ELIZABETH  HOXSIE  TEFFT,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Rhoda  (Hox¬ 
sie)  Tefft,  was  born  June  29,  1792,  and  died  December  24,  1876.  She  married 
Joshua  Weaver.  (Weaver  VII.) 

(C.  H.  W.  Stocking:  The  Tefft  Ancestry.  L.  E.  Weaver:  History  and 
Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  p.  254.) 
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AVID  as  christen  name  had  wide  usage  in  Wales  long 
before  its  popular  introduction  into  England,  and  it  is 
from  this  early  form  that  the  surname  Davis  is  derived, 
literally  the  son  of  David.  Modified  in  various  forms  it 
has  given  rise  to  innumerable  family  names,  common 
among  them  being  Davids,  Davidson,  Davey,  Davy, 
Davie,  Davies,  Daviss  and  Davison. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.  Lower:  Patro- 
nymica  Britannica.) 

I 

PETER  DAVIS,  the  first  of  this  branch  of  the  Davis  family  of  whom  pos¬ 
itive  record  is  found,  resided  in  Boston,  Massachusetts ;  Stonington,  Connecticut ; 
and  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  the  record  of  his  children’s  births  being  found  on 
the  Quaker  records  of  Narragansett,  Rhode  Island.  Peter  Davis  married,  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  May  22,  1706,  Mary  Shorey. 

Children : 

1.  Mary,  born  in  Boston,  8  mo.  5,  1706;  probably  the  “Mercy,  daughter  of 

Peter,”  married  5  mo.  25,  1734,  Solomon  Hoxsie. 

2.  William,  born  in  Boston,  6  mo.  3,  1708. 

3.  Peter,  born  in  Stonington,  12  mo.  5,  1710  or  October  17,  1711;  mar¬ 

ried  (first),  7  mo.  20,  1735,  Content  Richmond;  (second)  Martha; 
he  died  9  mo.  22,  1812,  “aged  100  yrs.  11  mo.  5  days”;  he  and  his 
two  wives  being  buried  at  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island. 

4.  Sarah,  of  whom  further. 
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5.  Ann,  born  in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  5  mo.  12,  1715. 

6.  Liddia,  born  1  mo.  10,  1718;  possibly  the  Lydia  Davis  (parents  not 

mentioned),  who  married,  at  Kingstown,  12  mo.  8,  1749,  William 

Palmer. 

7.  John,  born  7  mo.  18,  1720;  married,  at  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island,  9  mo. 

26,  1747,  Patience  Palmer. 

8.  Benjamin,  born  12  mo.  4,  1722;  married,  at  Kingstown,  1  mo.  23,  1752, 

Mehitable  Moon. 

{Boston,  Massachusetts,  Record  Commissioners'  Report,  Vol.  XXVIII 
(Boston  Marriages,  1700-51),  p.  9.  Arnold:  Rhode  Island  Vital  Records,  Vol. 
VII  (Narragansett  Friends’  Records),  pp.  136,  146,  204,  219.  Richmond  Fam¬ 
ily  ( 1897),  P-  340 

II 

SARAH  DAVIS,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Shorey)  Davis,  was  born 
in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  1  mo.  7,  1713,  and  died  December  2,  1800.  She  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Thomas  Weaver.  (Weaver  V.)  After  remaining  a  widow  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  she  married  (second),  June  3,  1773,  John  Robinson,  of  Hop- 
kinton,  Rhode  Island,  as  recorded  in  the  records  of  the  Friends’  Meetings  of 
Kingstown. 

(Lucius  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Weaver  Family,  p.  106.) 
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NDER  the  feudal  law,  one  whose  parents  were  not  in  a 
state  of  villenage,  was  known  as  a  Freeborn.  In  the 
Domesday  Book  we  find  “Freebernus,”  Counties  Essex 
and  Suffolk;  and  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  are  recorded  sev¬ 
eral  Freberns.  These  point  to  an  ancient  baptismal  name, 
rather  than  to  the  feudal  origin. 

The  Freeborns  were  in  County  Cambridge  in  1273, 
and  made  settlements  also  in  Counties  Bedford,  Suffolk,  and  Somerset.  The 
direct  ancestry  of  William  Freeborn  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  is  not  known. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.  Lower:  Patro- 
nymica  Britannica. ) 

I 

WILLIAM  FREEBORN,  American  ancestor,  was  born  in  1594,  and  died 
at  Portsmouth,  April  28,  1670.  He  embarked  at  Ipswich,  England,  April  30, 
1634,  in  the  ship  Francis,  bound  for  the  New  World,  and  was  at  this  time  forty 
years  of  age.  With  him  came  his  wife  and  their  daughters  Mary,  aged  seven, 
and  Sarah,  aged  two. 

After  a  brief  stay  at  Boston  his  religious  views  caused  him,  with  others,  to 
depart  in  1638  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Owing  to  this  circum¬ 
stance  he  became  one  of  the  founders  of  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  and  a  signer 
of  the  “Compact.”  He  was  sworn  freeman  September  3,  1634;  constable  in 
1642  and  commissioner  in  1657.  William  Freeborn  married  Mary,  born  prob¬ 
ably  about  1601,  died  soon  after  May  3,  1670. 
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Children : 

1.  Mary,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Sarah,  born  in  1632,  died  April  23,  1670;  married  Nathaniel  Browning-. 

3.  Gideon,  died  February  28,  1720;  married  (first),  June  1,  1658,  Sarah 

Brownell,  who  died  September  6,  1676;  married  (second),  June  3, 
1678,  Mary  Lawton,  who  died  in  1715. 

(L.  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  a  Branch  of  the  Weaver  Family 
(1928),  p.  64.  J.  Savage:  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  the  First  Settlers  of  New 
England,  Vol.  II,  p.  202.  J.  O.  Austin :  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island 
p.  296.) 

II 

MARY  FREEBORN,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Freeborn,  was  born 
in  1627,  and  was  living  March  6,  1664.  Her  death  date  has  not  been  ascertained. 
She  married  Clement  Weaver,  Jr.  (Weaver  II.) 

(L.  E.  Weaver:  History  and  Genealogy  of  a  Branch  of  the  Weaver  Family 
(1928),  pp.  60-64.  J-  O.  Austin:  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island  p 
296.) 
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ANTON  ARMS 

Arms — Argent,  a  fess  or;  a  bordure  “ermine  of  8.” 

Crest — Out  of  a  mural  crown  or,  a  lion’s  head,  argent. 

( Genealogist ,  Vol.  V  (1881),  pp.  188-89.) 


85 


n  ton. 


vIb‘1 — iwnK 


HE  surname  An.  .  •  ir  t.  S  ir-i  !•  **  •  b 

form  of  “the  son  <>i  Vr  •  ;  ':■=.<  •  ■- 

Brito  ri i  ■  " 

name,  in  the  Po!  i  v  «.•:  V-.? :  • :  :  r  - 

one  Antoyn  T. 

(  Bardsle^ : v  >#  : 

yBJJ  names:*  toanuu^  "aiubtyd  a  ;  io  seat  a  .inagiA— i«r»k 
OriagiB  ,bBar!  e’noil  e  ,io  nwoia  Ifiiurn  b  to  JijO — UyO 
(.q8-88i  .qq  ,V  .IoV  pii^olrntnl) ) 

JOHN  ANTON  al,%J U^;()  ;jjA-  ^mt  xk 

married  i 

Children : 

T  ,  _  .JJIHOHUfl 

1.  John,  Jr. 

2.  Thomas,  pf  wffilH?  fc'f&f-!11* 13/0  3,d“  bn£  “•»“  zi8 ,0 * 

C'C'vOMrtK  lot^w^O  :  aatua  ) 


.maMsyw 

Ttt,  .zis  naav/Jad  Jxjag-ia  deal  a  .aidae:— uirtk 

/.b^Q^.qa  ,yVnCWo\itsR.  \i>  itoOsn'm'T  : avloo  J  \ 

beriam  to  Queen  Katherine,  hrs* 

tieldsay,  County  Southampton.  .WUHOti 

Child.  >10  jnjjqrnBT  anoil  xie  naawJad  .baeittoa  JnagiB  bnocf  b  .amxA — j»nK 

i.  ^Wrtier. 
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Arms — Argent,  a  fess  or;  a  bordure  “ermine  of  8.” 

Crest — Out  o/Sa  mural  crown  or,  a  lion’s  head,  argent. 

( Genealogist ,  Vol.  V,  pp.  188-89.) 

ft  w  '-j>  '  f  .-A 

£■  APLEBY. 

.  .  .  ..  .  -  , 

Arms — Azure,  six  martlets  argent,  three,  two  and  one. 

(Burke:  General  Armory.) 


Arms — Paly  of  six  argent 


BURG  HILL.  : 

r  v,  ■  •  •  a.*"**. 

,  ,  ,  It  U  J 


over  all  a  bend  gules. 


■ 


(Biirke:*  General  Armory.) 


.  H  i?  .V^' 


WYSHAM. 

Arms — Sable,  a  fess  argent  between  six  martlets  three  and  three  argent. 

(Cooke:  Visitation  of  Herefordshire,  pp.  79-80.) 


BOH  UN. 

^uralP.U  . 

Arms — Azure,  a  bend  argent  cottised,  between  six  lions  rampant  or. 

(Burke:  General  Armory.) 


«sx'-v 

m  .  -^L;  1 1 ■  . 

'  ;  -  ->:  'U  ,■ - 

•  G 


Irani 


jMtim 


Anton 


HE  surname  Anton,  according  to  Bardsley,  is  the  baptismal 
form  of  “the  son  of  Antony.”  Lower,  in  his  Patronymica 
Britannica,  derives  it  from  a  river  of  Hampshire  of  that 
name.  In  the  Poll  Tax  of  Yorkshire,  1379,  is  recorded 
one  Antoyn  Tailliour. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Sur¬ 
names.  Lower:  Patronymica  Britannica.) 


I 

JOHN  ANTON  alias  AUNTON  resided  at  Houghton  in  Yorkshire.  He 
married  Elianor  Medhop,  of  Medhop. 

Children : 


1.  John,  Jr. 

2.  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 


II 

THOMAS  ANTON,  son  of  John  and  Elianor  (Medhop)  Anton,  was  cham¬ 
berlain  to  Queen  Katherine,  first  wife  of  Henry  VIII.  He  was  buried  at  Strath- 
fieldsay,  County  Southampton.  He  married  Jane  Cowdrey. 

Child: 

1.  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 
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Arms — Azure,  three  foxes  statant  or. 

Crest — A  fox  of  the  shield. 

( Reynolds  Family  Association,  Vol.  XII,  p.  n.) 


yi 


eynoMs 

NE  of  the  most  popular  font-narries  of  the  surname  period, 
Reynolds  is  of  baptismal  origin,  deriving  from  the  “son 
of  Reynold,”  a  vocalized  form  of  Reginald.  It  was  com¬ 
monly  used  as  early  as  the  thirteenth  century,  and  records 
of  it  are  found  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  in  the  persons  of 
John  Reynold  and  William  fil.  Reynaud,  of  County  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  Roger  fil.  Reynold,  of  County  Oxford. 

(Bardsley :  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames . ) 

I 

JAMES  REYNOLDS  is  undoubtedly  the  first  authenticated  ancestor  of 
this  branch  of  the  Reynolds  family  in  America.  Recent  extensive  researches  by 
Mr.  Henry  Suydam  Reynolds,  of  New  York  City,  published  in  the  thirty-first 
annual  report  of  the  Reynolds  Family  Association ,  prove  conclusively  that  there 
is  no  reasonable  basis  for  the  oft-promulgated  assumption  that  he  was  the  son  of 
William  Reynolds,  generally  known  as  “William  of  Providence.’  “There  is  no 
record  or  definite  authority  to  show  that  James  Reynolds,  of  North  Kingston, 
was  the  son  of  any  other  relative  of  William  Reynolds,  of  Providence.  Nothing 
but  identity  of  surname  and  propinquity  of  location  exists  to  justify  Austin  (in 
his  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island ,  p.  362)  and  others  in  making  this 
assertion.  All  later  workers  on  the  Reynolds  family  history  have  come  to  this 
conclusion.”  It  seems  reasonably  certain  that  James  Reynolds  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  migrated  to  this  country  when  a  young  man.  Family  tradition  has  it 
that  way,  and  specifies  that  he  landed  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  In  August, 
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1643,  there  was  a  “James  Renell”  in  Plymouth,  counted  among  those  “firm  16  to 
60  years  of  age”  able  to  bear  arms.  No  other  record  as  to  his  residence  or  activ¬ 
ities  is  found  until  May  13,  1665,  when  James  Reynolds  and  others  applied  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Assembly  asking  for  accommodation  of  land  in  the  New  King’s 
Province.  He  was  living  in  King’s  Province  before  1669,  not  far  from  the  pres¬ 
ent  village  of  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island,  and  had  probably  come  to  this 
place  from  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  where  “James  Renolds”  was  a  member  of 
the  “Pettit  Jury,”  October  23,  1667.  His  one  hundred  and  fifty-acre  farm  near 
East  Greenwich  had  formerly  been  allocated  to  Walter  Cunnigrave,  who  had  not 
settled  on  it  and  who  may  not  have  actually  taken  possession.  A  small  brook 
now  called  “Sand  Hill  Stream,”  runs  north  through  this  lot  into  the  Potowomut 
River.  On  the  fifty  acres  west  of  this  brook  James  Reynolds  built  his  homestead, 
and  that  land  was  in  the  Reynolds  family,  in  1922,  owned  by  a  descendant  of  his 
son  Francis. 

May  20,  1671,  James  Reynolds  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  in  the  same 
year  he  was  appointed  constable  and  tax  assessor.  In  1677,  on  Petition  of  “James 
Runnels”  and  others,  10,000  acres  in  Narragansett  were  ordered  divided  among 
100  men  (which  would  give  each  100  acres) .  It  is  supposed  that  James  Reynolds 
gave  this  land  to  his  son  Joseph,  as  his  home  lot  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
was  deeded  in  1683-84  to  his  other  sons,  James  and  Francis,  and  a  deed  to  his 
son  Henry,  March  22,  1699,  is  also  on  record.  James  Reynolds  held  several 
important  public  offices,  among  them  being  overseer  of  the  poor  in  1687;  grand 
juror,  in  September,  1688;  and  “conservator  of  the  peace,”  March  3,  1690.  In 
his  will,  dated  October  15,  1692,  probated  October  14,  1700,  his  wife  is  not  men¬ 
tioned,  from  which  fact  it  is  supposed  that  she  probably  died  before  the  former 
date.  This  is  the  first  will  standing  on  the  books  of  the  North  Kingstown  Pro¬ 
bate  Records. 

James  Reynolds  married,  probably  about  1647,  Deborah. 

Children : 

1.  John,  born  October  12,  1648,  died  December  19,  1673  (killed  by  Indi¬ 
ans  in  King  Philip’s  War)  ;  married  Sarah  Ayres. 
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2.  James,  born  October  28,  1650,  died  before  1712;  married  (first),  Feb 

ruary  19,  1684-85,  Mary  Greene;  (second),  before  1699,  Joanna. 

3.  Joseph,  of  whom  further. 

4.  Henry,  born  January  1,  1656,  died  early  in  1716;  married,  about  1685, 

Sarah  Greene,  daughter  of  James  Greene. 

5.  Deborah,  born  February  7,  1658,  died  before  1716;  married  John  Sweet. 

6.  Francis,  born  October  22,  1662,  died  April  14,  1722;  married,  in  1688, 

Elizabeth  Greene,  daughter  of  James  Greene. 

7.  Mercy,  born  December  22,  1664,  died  before  December  27,  1738;  mar¬ 

ried  Thomas  Nicholas. 

(H.  S.  Reynolds:  Reynolds  Family  Association .  31st  Annual  Report 
( 1922),  pp.  49,  50,  71,  73.  J.  A.  E.  Wight:  Reynolds  Family  of  Connecticut,  pp. 
5,  6.  T.  A.  and  W.  A.  Reynolds:  Ancestors  and  Descendants  of  William  and 
Elisabeth  Reynolds,  of  North  Kingstozvn,  Rhode  Island,  pp.  7,  24.) 

II 

JOSEPH  REYNOLDS,  son  of  James  and  Deborah  Reynolds,  was  born 
probably  in  Massachusetts  or  Rhode  Island,  November  6,  1652,  and  died  in  North 
Kingstown,  Rhode  Island,  in  June,  1739.  He  evidently  married  early  and  left 
the  paternal  homestead  while  quite  young.  Tradition  has  it  that  he  had  pushed 
on  into  the  wilderness  and  settled  on  the  “Great  Plain”  some  years  before  King 
Philip’s  War  of  1675,  and  that  when  the  war  broke  out,  a  friendly  squaw  warned 
Joseph  Reynolds,  so  that  he  was  able  to  escape  to  Wickford  with  his  wife  and  two 
children.  On  June  3,  1709,  he  and  his  son  Joseph,  Jr.,  bought  land  near  Exeter 
Hill,  as  their  former  home  had  been  destroyed  by  Indians,  and  new  homesteads 
were  opened  up.  Joseph  Reynolds  was  taxed  5s.  iod.  in  Kingstown,  in  1687.  He 
was  known  as  “Big  Joe,”  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  surviving  his 
son  Joseph  by  seventeen  years.  It  is  said  that  Joseph  Reynolds’  second  wife  was 
only  a  little  older  than  his  eldest  son,  Joseph.  It  also  appears  that  Joseph  had  by 
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his  first  wife,  a  son  Robert,  who  died  leaving  a  son  Robert,  and  that  the  said 
Joseph  later  had,  by  his  second  wife,  another  son  Robert. 

Joseph  Reynolds  married  twice,  the  name  of  his  first  wife  being  unknown. 
He  married  (second)  Mercy. 

Children,  of  the  first  marriage : 

1.  Joseph,  born  about  1672-73,  died  in  April,  1722;  married,  about  1696, 

Susannah  Babcock,  who  married  (second)  Robert  Spencer. 

2.  Deborah,  born  about  1673-74;  married,  about  1695,  Job  Babcock. 

3.  Robert,  of  whom  further. 

4.  James,  married,  October  7,  1705,  Sarah. 

5.  Benjamin,  was  given  land  by  his  father  in  1714. 

6.  Susanna,  died  after  1730;  married  a  Clark. 

7.  John,  died  in  Exeter,  Rhode  Island,  January  2,  1771 ;  married  Hannah, 

who  died  before  1769. 

8.  Samuel,  of  West  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island. 

9.  A  son. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage : 

10.  Mary,  married  a  Byer  or  Dyer;  or  possibly  married,  April  22,  1709, 

Jeremiah  Jones;  if  the  latter,  she  was  the  first  wife’s  child. 

11.  Sarah,  married,  November  15,  1727,  Joseph  Clark. 

12.  Mercy,  married  a  Jones. 

13.  Alice. 

14.  Robert,  born  after  1710. 

(H.  S.  Reynolds:  Reynolds  Family  Association,  31st  Annual  Reunion,  pp. 
70,  77-91.) 

Ill 

ROBERT  REYNOLDS,  son  of  Joseph  Reynolds,  was  born  in  Kingstown, 
Rhode  Island,  about  1676-77,  and  died  in  North  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island,  early 
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in  1715-16.  His  will  was  proved  March  12,  1715-16,  and  he  had  executed  a 
codicil  to  the  will  earlier  that  year.  His  wife  was  left  £100  and  a  silver  cup  in  her 
father’s  will  dated  March  19,  1716. 

Robert  Reynolds  married,  about  1700,  Deliverance  Smith.  (Smith  III.) 

Children : 

1.  Robert,  Jr.,  born  about  1702. 

2.  Mary,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Deborah,  born  about  1708. 

4.  John,  born  about  1712,  died  after  1756;  married  Susannah  Sheldon. 

(H.  S.  Reynolds:  Reynolds  Family  Association,  31st  Annual  Reunion,  pp. 

86,87.) 

IV 

MARY  REYNOLDS,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Deliverance  (Smith)  Rey¬ 
nolds,  was  born  February  5,  1704.  The  identity  of  this  Mary  Reynolds  with  the 
Mary  Reynolds,  who  married  John  Tefft  (Tefft  IV)  is  established  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  evidence : 

( 1 )  When  Mary,  born  in  1704,  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  her  mother  mar¬ 
ried  a  Tefft  in  South  Kingstown. 

(2)  As  Charlestown  was  a  part  of  Westerly  until  1738,  South  Kingstown, 
Richmond  and  Westerly  were  all  adjacent  to  each  other. 

(3)  John  Reynolds,  a  brother  of  the  Mary,  who  was  born  in  1704,  married, 
in  1720,  a  South  Kingstown  girl. 

(4)  Mary  Reynolds,  born  in  1704,  had  a  father  named  Robert,  a  mother 
named  Deliverance,  and  a  sister  named  Deborah,  none  of  these  names  being  very 
common  at  that  time.  The  Mary  Reynolds,  who  married  John  Tefft  named  her 
first  daughter  Deliverance,  and  had  children  Robert  and  Deborah. 

(Ibid.  Arnold:  Rhode  Island  Vital  Records,  Vol.  V,  Richmond,  p.  19, 
Westerly,  p.  63.  Colonial  Records  of  Rhode  Island,  Vol.  IV,  p.  545-) 
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Arms — Per  fess,  ermine  and  argent,  in  chief  a  lion  passant  gules. 

(W.  V.  Sprague:  Sprague  Families  in  America.) 
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PRAGUE  is  the  Anglicized  form  of  the  foreign  name 
Sprak  or  Sparke,  believed  by  some  authorities  to  have  been 
derived  from  a  word  meaning  quick,  nimble,  lively  or 
active,  akin  to  the  word  sprightly,  and  by  others  to  be 
derived  from  the  Dutch  word  Spraak,  meaning  speech  or 
language.  There  are  innumerable  variations  in  the  spell¬ 
ing  of  this  patronymic,  some  of  the  more  common  forms 
being  Sprake,  Spraket,  Sprack,  Sprage,  and  Spragg. 

(G.  W.  Chamberlain  MS. :  The  Spragues  of  Malden,  Massachusetts  ( 1923), 
p.  7.  W.  V.  Sprague:  Sprague  Families  in  America,  p.  6.  Bardsley:  Diction¬ 
ary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.) 


I 

TRISTRAM  SPRAGUE,  a  fuller  of  Fordington  St.  George,  Dorchester, 
England,  married  in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Puddleton,  June  26,  1575,  Elizabeth 
Colt. 

Children : 

1.  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

2.  William,  married,  at  Owermoigne,  Dorsetshire,  June  15,  1607,  Mar¬ 

garet  Jaggard. 

(George  Walter  Chamberlain  MS.:  The  Spragues  of  Malden,  Massachu¬ 
setts  (1923),  p.  21.) 
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II 

EDWARD  SPRAGUE,  son  of  Tristram  and  Elizabeth  (Colt)  Sprague, 
was  undoubtedly  born  about  1576,  and  died  at  Upway,  Dorsetshire,  England, 
near  June  6,  1614.  In  his  will  he  calls  himself  “Edward  Sprague  of  Upway  in 
the  County  of  Dorset,  fullere.”  The  inventory  of  his  estate,  taken  June  6,  1614, 
and  proved  June  13,  1614,  included:  one  horse,  seven  kyne  (cows)  with  three 
yearlings,  fourscore  sheep  and  forty-two  lambs,  one  pig,  “four  acres  and  a  half 
of  corn,”  household  utensils,  fuller’s  shears,  tools,  etc. 

Edward  Sprague  married  Christian,  who  married  (second),  after  his 
decease,  John  Corbin,  of  Upway. 

Children : 

1.  Alice,  born  about  1597;  married,  June  5,  1615,  Richard  Eames,  whose 

brother,  Captain  Anthony,  came  to  New  England  and  resided  at 
Charlestown,  Hingham  and  Marshfield,  Massachusetts. 

2.  Ralph,  born  about  1599,  died  at  Malden,  Massachusetts,  in  November, 

1650;  married,  August  15,  1623,  Joanna  Warren,  daughter  of  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Eve  Warren. 

3.  Edward,  born  about  1602;  was  residing  in  Upway,  England,  in  1641 

and  1642. 

4.  Richard,  born  about  1604,  died  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  Novem¬ 

ber  25,  1668;  married  Mary  (probably)  Morton;  was  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1630. 

5.  Christopher,  buried  at  Fordington,  March  31,  1625. 

6.  William ,  of  whom  further. 


{Ibid.,  pp.  36,  73,  74,  81.) 


SPRAGUE 


THE  FAMILY  IN  AMERICA 

I 

WILLIAM  SPRAGUE,  fifth  and  youngest  son  of  Edward  and  Christian 
Sprague,  was  born  in  Dorsetshire,  England,  about  1610,  and  died  at  Hingham, 
Massachusetts,  October  26,  1675.  The  first  record  found,  regarding  him  is  in 
his  father’s  will  of  1614,  which  says :  “I  give  and  bequeath  unto  William  Sprague 
my  youngest  son  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  when  he  shall  be  of  the  age  of  one  and 
twenty  yeares.”  When  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  in  company  with  two  of  his 
older  brothers,  William  Sprague  emigrated  to  New  England.  Ralph  Sprague, 
his  wife  Joanna,  his  children  John  and  Jonathan,  and  his  brothers  Richard  and 
William  Sprague,  undoubtedly  came  to  New  England  in  the  ship  Lions  Whelp, 
which  arrived  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  June  29,  1629,  after  a  voyage  of  forty- 
five  days.  “Amongst  others  that  arrived  at  Salem  at  their  own  cost  were  Ralph 
Sprague,  with  his  brethren  Richard  and  William,”  who  settled  at  what  became 
known  as  Charlestown.  The  following  spring,  on  account  of  danger  from 
Indians,  a  small  fort  was  built  on  the  top  of  the  Town  Hill,  “by  all  hands,  viz. 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  labour  in  digging  and  building,  till  the  work  is 
done.”  Undoubtedly  the  three  Sprague  brothers,  who,  according  to  Edward 
Everett,  were  “the  founders  of  the  settlement  in  this  place  and  were  persons  of 
substance  and  enterprise,  excellent  citizens,  generous  benefactors,  and  the  heads 
of  a  very  large  and  respectable  family  of  descendants,”  were  first  to  enter  into 
negotiations  with  the  Indian,  Wonomaquaham,  who  gave  free  consent  for  the 
English  “to  settle  about  the  hill”  at  Mishawam  (Charlestown).  Although  Wil¬ 
liam  Sprague  visited  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  in  a  boat  in  1629,  he  remained  a 
resident  of  Charlestown  until  1636,  where  in  1635  his  wife  was  admitted  to  the 
church.  His  name  appears  for  the  last  time  in  the  list  of  inhabitants  of  Charles¬ 
town,  January  2,  1635-36.  In  the  latter  year  he  and  his  father-in-law  obtained 
grants  of  land  in  Hingham  and  removed  there,  where  he  continued  to  live.  At 
one  time,  however,  he  appears  as  a  resident  of  Milford,  Massachusetts.  His 
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house  lot,  on  Union  Street,  “over  the  river,”  was  said  to  be  the  pleasantest  lot  in 
Hingham.  In  the  Old  Grant  Book,  are  recorded  many  parcels  of  land  given  by 
the  town  between  the  years  1636  and  1647.  William  Sprague  was  a  considerably 
large  landowner,  was  chosen,  in  1645,  one  of  the  seven  selectmen,  “to  order  the 
prudential  affairs  of  the  town,”  and  in  1662  was  constable  and  collector  of  town 
rates.  His  will,  dated  October  19,  1675,  disposes  of  his  dwelling  house,  orchard, 
several  parcels  of  land,  live  stock,  etc.  One  item  of  particular  interest  is  as 
follows : 

I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Jonathan  Sprague,  threescore  acres 
of  land,  lying  in  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  Providence,  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  which  I  lately  purchased  of  John  Dexter,  of  the  said  Providence; 
which  said  threescore  acres  of  land,  I  do  give  to  my  son  Jonathan  dur¬ 
ing  the  term  of  his  natural  life;  and  after  his  decease  unto  his  heirs 
male,  lawfully  begotten  of  his  body,  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  begot¬ 
ten;  and  for  want  of  such  heirs,  the  said  threescore  acres  of  land  to 
return  to  the  next  heirs  of  the  Spragues  descended  from  me.  Also,  I 
give  unto  my  said  son  Jonathan  Sprague  my  best  cloth  suit  of  apparel. 

William  Sprague  married,  in  1635,  Millicent  Eames.  (Eames  II.) 

Children,  all  except  the  first,  born  in  Hingham: 

1.  Anthony,  baptized  at  Charlestown,  June  23,  1636,  died  September  3, 

1719;  married,  December  26,  1661,  Elizabeth  Bartlett. 

2.  John,  baptized  in  April,  1638,  died  October  26,  1683;  married,  Decem¬ 

ber  13,  1666,  Elizabeth  Holbrook. 

3.  Samuel,  baptized  May  24,  1640,  died  in  1710;  married,  in  1665-66, 

Sarah  Chillingworth. 

4.  Jonathan,  baptized  March  20,  1641-42,  died  July  4,  1647. 

5.  Persis,  born  November  12,  1643;  married,  in  1673,  John  Doggett. 

6.  Joanna,  born  in  December,  1645;  married,  December  16,  1667,  Caleb 

Church. 

7.  Jonathan,  of  whom  further. 
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8.  William,  born  July  2,  1650,  died  September  26,  1723;  married  (first), 

December  30,  1674,  Deborah  Lane;  (second),  (intentions  published 
November  5,  1709),  Mary  Tower. 

9.  Mary,  born  April  25,  1652;  married  Thomas  King. 

10.  Hannah,  born  February  25,  1654-55,  died  March  31,  1658. 

{Ibid.,  pp.  22,  50,  81,  82.  W.  V.  Sprague;  Sprague  Families  in  America 
(1913),  pp.  124,  127.  Lincoln:  History  of  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  164.) 

II 

JONATHAN  SPRAGUE,  son  of  William  and  Millicent  (Eames)  Sprague, 
was  born  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  May  28,  1648,  and  died  in  Smithfield, 
Rhode  Island,  in  September,  1741.  He  was  living  near  his  brother  John,  and 
father-in-law,  William  Holbrook,  when  on  January  1,  1671-72,  he  was  chosen 
recorder  of  Mendon,  Massachusetts.  Having  inherited  from  his  father,  in  1675, 
sixty  acres  in  Providence,  he  removed  there,  where  he  was  taxed  on  July  16, 
1680,  and  was  made  a  freeman  May  3,  1681.  Refusing  to  take  oath  as  a  grand 
juror,  he  was  fined,  December  13,  1687,  6s.  8d.  Jonathan  Sprague  was  one  of 
a  committee  of  seven,  appointed  July  2,  1695,  by  the  General  Assembly,  to  pro¬ 
pose  a  method  for  making  a  rate,  and  also  on  a  commission  to  run  the  eastern 
boundary  line  of  the  colony.  On  October  31,  1695,  he  served  as  one  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  draw  up  a  letter  in  answer  to  the  Governor  of  New  York.  Nearly 
every  year,  from  1695  to  1714,  he  is  recorded  as  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly 
from  Providence.  Jonathan  Sprague  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  1701-02- 
1703,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  also  speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies.  On 
June  22,  1703,  he  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three  appointed  to  “draw  up  a 
method  and  proceedings”  of  a  new  court  of  common  pleas;  and  from  1705  to 
1712  he  was  a  member  of  the  town  council  of  Providence.  He  and  Captain 
Joseph  Jenckes  were  members  of  a  commission  of  six  to  run  the  northern  bound¬ 
ary  line  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1707  Jonathan  Sprague  served  as  clerk  of  the  Gen- 
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eral  Assembly.  He  made  an  agreement  with  his  sons-in-law,  William  Jenckes, 
John  Tefft,  and  Daniel  Brown,  May  23,  1719,  deeding  them  his  house  and  all 
his  lands,  they  maintaining  him  for  life  and  he  to  have  choice  of  which  son-in- 
law  he  would  dwell  with.  On  November  19  of  the  same  year,  he  deeded  land  to 
his  son-in-law,  Ebenezer  Cook.  He  preached  as  an  exhorter,  but  was  not 
ordained. 

Jonathan  Sprague  married,  at  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  July  20,  1670, 
Mehitable  (Mehitabel)  Holbrook.  (Holbrook  III.) 

Children  (correct  order  unknown)  : 

1.  Patience,  married  William  Jenckes,  born  in  1675. 

2.  Jonathan,  died  April  22,  1764;  married  (first),  November  28,  1699, 

Bethiah  Mann;  (second),  September  17,  1713,  Mrs.  Hannah  (Cog- 
geshall)  Hawkins. 

3.  Joanna ,  of  whom  further. 

4.  William,  born  February  2,  1691,  died  October  20,  1778;  married  (first), 

September  16,  1714,  Ellis  or  Alice  Brown;  (second),  August  26, 
1744,  Mercy  Walling. 

5.  Mary,  died  August  29,  1770;  married  (first),  about  1714,  Daniel 

Brown;  (second)  a  Jenks. 

6.  Persis,  married,  before  November  9,  1719,  Ebenezer  Cook. 

(W.  V.  Sprague:  Sprague  Families  in  America  (1913),  pp.  132-35.  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  LXXX,  p,  85.) 

Ill 

JOANNA  SPRAGUE,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mehitable  (Mehitabel) 
(Holbrook)  Sprague,  was  born  probably  in  Mendon,  Massachusetts,  or  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island,  between  1670  and  1680,  and  died,  probably  in  South  Kings¬ 
town,  Rhode  Island,  in  1757.  She  married  John  Tefft.  (Tefft  III.) 

(W.  V.  Sprague:  Sprague  Families  in  America  (1913),  p.  135.) 
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JENKS  (JENCKES)  ARMS 

Arms — Argent,  three  boars’  heads  couped  sable  a  chief  indented  of  the  last. 
Crest — A  lion  rampant  reguardant  argent,  holding  in  the  gambs  a  boar’s  head 
gules. 

Motto — Audax  at  cautus. 

Second  Motto — Modo  Dominus  adsit.  (Bolton :  American  Armory.) 
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HE  patronymic  Jenks  or  Jenckes  is  a  baptismal  surname, 
and  was  originally  derived'  from  Jenkin,  an  early  diminu¬ 
tive  of  the  font  name  John.  Jenkin,  passing  through  the 
usual  stages  of  modification,  became  Jenks  or  Jenckes. 
The  name  is  found  frequently  in  early  Welsh  records,  and 
it  is  from  this  country,  tradition  states,  that  the  English 
family  of  which  the  American  progenitor  was  a  member, 
sprang.  The  name  has  been  one  of  great  prominence  in  England,  and  is  of  fre¬ 
quent  historical  mention.  It  is  early  recorded  as  note:  The  name  of  Adam  Jan- 
ekyn  is  given  in  Kirby’s  Quest,  Somersetshire,  A.  D.  1327;  Bernard  Jynkes, 
person  of  St.  Dionis  Backchurch,  London,  was  buried  in  1603 ;  and  Robert  Lym- 
barr  and  Avnye  Jenckes  were  married  in  1606. 

(Bardsley :  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.) 

I 

JOSEPH  JENCKES  was  probably  born  in  England,  in  1602,  and  died  in 
Lynn,  Massachusetts,  in  March,  1683,  aged  eighty-one  years.  Tradition  states 
he  was  one  of  nine  children.  He  came  from  Hammersmith,  in  England,  in  or 
about  1643,  and  settled  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  “He  was  a  Machinist,”  says 
Lewis,  in  his  History  of  Lynn ,  “at  the  Iron  Foundry”  ;  “a  man  of  great  genius” ; 
is  said  to  have  made  the  dies  for  coining  the  first  money  in  1652,  built  the  first 
fire-engine  in  America  in  1654,  took  out  several  patents  for  improvements  in 
mills  and  iron  tools,  and  essentially  improved  the  manufacture  of  scythes,  etc.  In 
1672  he  “made  proposals  to  coin  the  money.  But  the  court  judged  it  ‘meet  not  to 
grant  his  request.’  ”  Joseph  Jenckes,  senior,  and  Joseph  Jenckes,  junior,  are 
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mentioned  as  debtors  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Joshua  Foote  in  the  inventory,  8  month, 
30,  1655,  of  his  goods  “in  and  about  Boston.” 

Joseph  Jenckes,  senior,  was  a  widower  when  he  came  over.  Tradition  states 
that  Joseph,  junior,  remained  with  his  maternal  grandparents,  and  came  to  New 
England  later. 

Tradition  also  says  that  Joseph,  junior,  had  a  brother,  George  or  William, 
who  “went  from  England  to  Virginia.” 

Joseph  Jenckes,  senior,  married  (first)  probably  in  England;  married  (sec¬ 
ond)  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  July,  1679. 

Child  by  first  wife : 

1.  Joseph,  of  whom  further. 

Children  by  second  wife : 

2.  Sara,  born  about  1650;  married,  July  28,  1667,  John  Chilson. 

3.  Samuel,  born  in  1654;  married  Elizabeth  Darling. 

4.  Deborah,  born  June  11,  1658. 

5.  John,  born  July  27,  1660;  married  Sarah  Merriam. 

6.  Daniel,  born  April  19,  1663. 

Possibly  others,  for  family  tradition  states  he  had  eight  children. 

(New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  V,  p.  253;  Vol. 
IX,  pp.  137,  201;  Vol.  XXVIII,  p.  335;  Vol.  LXXVI,  p.  318.  Austin:  Gene¬ 
alogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,  p.  1 12.) 

II 

JOSEPH  JENCKES,  JR.,  son  of  Joseph  Jenckes,  was  born  in  England, 
about  1632,  and  is  first  of  record  in  New  England,  in  the  town  of  Lynn,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1647,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  came  to  Lynn  long  before 
reaching  his  majority.  He  probably  remained  at  Lynn  until  his  removal  to 
Providence  Plantations.  In  1669,  with  a  young  family,  he  went  into  the  colony 
of  Rhode  Island,  settling  first  in  the  town  of  Warwick.  On  March  25,  1669,  he 
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was  granted  lands  on  either  side  of  the  Pawtucket  on  which  he  set  up  a  sawmill, 
the  machinery  for  which  he  had  brought  from  Lynn  with  him.  For  this  favor 
he  agreed  to  supply  the  purchasers  of  Warwick  with  boards  at  4s.  6d.  the  hun¬ 
dred,  and  all  other  saw  work  on  the  same  basis.  The  grant  included  trees  of  pine, 
chestnut  or  oak,  within  half  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the  river,  that  was  floatable, 
the  proprietors  reserving  the  right  to  cut  what  they  needed.  Joseph  Jenckes  fol¬ 
lowed  his  father’s  trade  and  became  a  skilled  iron  worker  and  forger.  He  was 
the  first  white  man  to  build  a  house  in  Pawtucket,  to  which  he  was  probably 
attracted  by  the  water  power  to  drive  his  forge' and  sawmill.  On  October  10, 
1671,  at  which  time  he  was  a  resident  of  North  Providence,  he  purchased  about 
sixty  acres  of  land,  with  right  of  commonage,  from  Abel  Potter  and  wife  Rachel, 
situated  near  Pawtucket  Falls.  Here,  below  the  falls  on  the  south  side  of  the 
present  Main  Street,  Pawtucket,  he  established  his  forge  and  sawmill.  By  his 
enterprise  the  foundations  were  laid  which  made  the  town  the  greatest  iron  work¬ 
shop  of  the  colonies,  and  the  place  where  skilled  mechanics  gathered,  who  had 
made  Rhode  Island  noted  for  her  iron  and  steel  products,  machinery,  and  other 
manufactures.  He  made  domestic  utensils  and  iron  tools,  and  found  a  ready  mar¬ 
ket  for  his  products  in  Providence  and  nearby  towns  of  Rhode  Island  and  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  The  forge  was  destroyed  by  Indians  in  1675,  during  King  Philip’s 
War,  and  was  rebuilt  after  peace  was  restored. 

The  fields  of  Pawtucket  were  mowed  by  the  new  kinds  of  scythes  which  his 
father  had  patented,  and  hatchets  and  every  domestic  iron  implement  needed  for 
the  comfort  of  the  households  in  Providence  Plantations  were  made  at  Mr. 
Jenckes’  workshop.  Blacksmiths  and  other  workers  in  iron  were  trained  and 
employed  by  him ;  wood  cutters  settled  around  to  chop  down  some  of  the  majestic 
oaks  and  maples  that  overhung  the  Pawtuxet ;  charcoal  burners  were  busy  under 
the  lee  of  many  a  hill — a  few  farmers  built  their  log  cabins  near  the  river ;  formed 
on  what  has  since  become  the  site  of  a  flourishing  city.  Joseph  Jenckes  became  a 
prominent  figure  in  public  affairs  in  Rhode  Island,  and  held  many  important 
offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  in  1680;  moderator  of  the  Town 
Meeting  in  1678-80,  and  one  of  the  tax  assessors.  On  April  28,  1679,  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  Providence  in  the  General  Assembly  at  Newport,  and  was 
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Speaker  in  that  body  from  October,  1698,  to  February,  1699.  From  1680  to 
1686,  and  from  1689  to  1698,  he  served  the  colony  as  “assistant,”  in  which 
capacity  he  acted  as  a  justice  and  performed  marriages. 

Joseph  Jenckes,  Jr.,  married,  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  Hester  (Esther)  Bal¬ 
lard.  (Ballard  II.) 

Children : 

1.  Joseph,  born  at  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  in  1656,  died  in  Pawtucket, 

Rhode  Island,  June  15,  1740,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year;  he  married 
(first)  Martha  Brown;  (second),  February  3,  1727,  Alice  (Smith) 
Dexter,  widow  of  John  Dexter,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Whipple)  Smith,  born  in  1665,  died  February  19,  1736. 

2.  Elisabeth ,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Sarah,  died  in  1708;  married  Nathaniel  Brown. 

4.  Nathaniel,  born  January  29,  1662,  died  August  1 1,  1723;  married  Han¬ 

nah  Bosworth. 

5.  Esther,  born  in  1664,  died  in  3720;  married  Samuel  Millard. 

6.  Ebenezer,  born  in  1669,  died  August  14,  1726;  married,  March  4,  1695, 

Mary  Butterworth. 

7.  Joanna,  born  in  1672,  died  March  12,  1756;  married,  in  1692,  Sylvanus 

Scott. 

8.  Abigail,  married  Thomas  Whipple,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Harris) 

Whipple. 

9.  William,  born  in  1675,  died  October  2,  1765;  married  (first)  Patience 

Sprague;  (second)  Mary. 

( New  England  Families — Rhode  Island  Edition,  Vol.  II,  pp.  129-31.  Aus¬ 
tin:  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,  pp.  1 12-13.) 

Ill 

ELIZABETH  JENCKES,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Ballard) 
Jenckes,  was  born  in  1658,  and  died  in  1740.  She  married  Samuel  Tefft.  (Tefft 
tt  '1  (Ibid.) 
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Arms — Argent  a  lion  regnardant  passant.  (Burke:  General  Armory  ) 
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|  R I  GIN  ALLY  this  surname,  of  r-  ;i  * 

was  used  to  designate  workers  in  r*J:  n  ar  !  «vi.  v 

|  carpenters  and  smiths.  The  -.pphcM.:  •  s  the  rd 
be. -.a  me  so  geB3r$:3hat.  to  die  an  r  v;  - 

ft  c  ,  s  vVere  :  v  •• 

f^Hibst  common  in  Lngi;m<  hen  .  \  iv  numerous  in 
every  village,  and  has  been  borne^wacBd^eJthroughout  the  world  by  prominent 
leaders  in  military,  cotni  financial,  i  iai,  professional  ar.  .1  life. 

,83[u§  ialasoiD  zaf-.acm  rial  rmwted  noivarb  b  ,iO — imik 

(.yioHitk  Umwov)  : ajiiuH )  (Lower:  /  ut r oHytnic a  Bri t onnico. ) 

.23MjA3 

.adllfij  IriBirgai  JfiBqmBi  noil-imab  b  aids?  ,fO — wink 

progeni^^^^.^^nc^Conanicut 

Island,  Rhode  Ioann,  where  his  wife,  on  March  5,  1664.  petitioned  for  remittance 
of  a  fine.  In  16;  .  they  were  on  t '.flft&iWASand,  Portsmouth  Rhode  Island,  anh 

on  OctoffceBwbjio  B'rt-Jfw  .^dBS-i-^wrft^y  aI:'f  '-•'•/ 

10  shill<Kgb»SS^  boc  bskdjpal  yrinns  btetohgaiK^uiw] dliur  iiB^tgornab'iAft-fiaHJ  ;v-.r> 
Marga/eWw^sA^^'^--c^»^i)i»ears  June  12,  0  7 

Children :  .(T33W2)  3T3W2 

rti  'ggm  TTViE-Lmb  m  •Viinrrr'Or  ho'; /n->. f  -'r.Y:  ./•„!  ,  .■;  a  .  '  5  ••*.  . 

daughter  of  lohn  and  Renewe^^**^  w>Wet  fl> 

rj^qoiqi  >n Lvi odd  / f f r o  ow]  rmv/Jod  oujsb  boais’rq  ,io  lollurn  A — l?.oTJ 
2.  t^TfiHdrf'her. 
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Arms — Argent,  a  lion  reguardant  passant 


(Burke:  General  Armory.) 

Mtnbrwh 


HOLBROOK. 

•.*  .. 

A"  •  .• 

4rms — Or,  a  chevron  between  ten  crosses  crosslet  gules. 

(Burke:  General  Armory.) 

i  n  r  'r'  r+ 


\  ftK1  S;  .C  .V  ■  «  <Av.»W51fl'S*i  •*.  iB 

Arms — Or,  a  fess  sable  a  demi-lion  rampant  issuant  gules. 

Crest — A  demi-lion  rampant  sable.  (Burke:  General  Armory.) 

j.  .  §  BALLARD.  ], 

*  V,  Vj».  ^ j.  V>  ’ 

Arms — Sable,  a  griffin  segvant  ermine  armed  and  gorged  with  a  crown  or. 

Crest — A  demi-griffin  with  wings  endorsed  ermine  beaked  and  legged  or. 

' 

(Burke:  General  Armory.) 
SWETE  (SWEET). 

Arms — Gules,  two  chevrons  between*  as  many  mullets  in  chief  and  a  rose  in 
base  argent  seeded  piv  garbed  vert.  i?  . 

Crest — A  mullet  or,  pierced  azure  between  two  gillyflowers  proper. 

(Burke:  General  Amu, 
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Smitli 

RIGINALLY  this  surname,  of  Anglo-Saxon  derivation, 
was  used  to  designate  workers  in  all  metals  and  wood,  in 
fact  a  host  of  mechanical  craftsmen,  including  artificers, 
carpenters  and  smiths.  The  application  of  the  word 
became  so  general,  that,  to  cite  an  instance,  valorous  sol¬ 
diers  were  called  “mighty  war-smiths.”  The  name  Smith 
is  the  most  common  in  England,  being  very  numerous  in 
been  borne  everywhere  throughout  the  world  by  prominent 
leaders  in  military,  commercial,  financial,  industrial,  professional  and  social  life. 

(Lower:  Patronymica  Britannica.) 

I 

JOHN  SMITH,  American  progenitor,  came  from  England  to  Conanicut 
Island,  Rhode  Island,  where  his  wife,  on  March  5,  1664,  petitioned  for  remittance 
of  a  fine.  In  1673  they  were  on  Prudence  Island,  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  and 
on  October  24,  1677,  his  widow  and  executrix  recovered  £25  in  money  and  £37 
10  shillings  in  country  pay,  in  a  suit  against  John  Paine.  John  Smith  married 
Margaret,  whose  last  record  appears  June  12,  1678. 

Children : 

1.  John,  Jr.,  died  in  1730;  married  Phillis  Gereardy,  who  died  after  1729, 

daughter  of  John  and  Renewed  (Sweet)  Gereardy.  (Sweet  II, 
second  child.) 

2.  Jeremiah,  of  whom  further. 
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3.  Mercy,  married  Benjamin  Clarke. 

4.  Hannah,  died  in  1712;  married  Joseph  Case,  born  in  1654,  died  in  1741. 

son  of  William  and  Mary  Case. 

5.  Daniel,  a  sailor,  in  his  will,  proved  July  15,  1707,  gave  his  estate  to  his 

sisters  Hannah  and  Mercy. 

(J.  O.  Austin:  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,  pp.  183-84.) 

II 

JEREMIAH  SMITH,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Smith,  was  born  in  Con- 
anicut  Island,  now  Jamestown,  Rhode  Island,  about  1650,  and  died  in  Prudence 
Island,  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  his  will  having  been  proved  April  11,  1720. 
He  was  made  freeman  at  Warwick,  in  1675;  was  taxed  in  Portsmouth,  in  1680; 
was  constable  there,  in  1688;  and  he  and  his  brother  John  signed  an  agreement 
at  Prudence  Island  in  1696.  Jeremiah  Smith  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in 
May,  1709,  and  again  in  May,  1710,  May,  1713,  May,  1714,  October,  1715,  May, 
1716,  May,  1717,  May,  1718,  and  in  May,  1719,  for  Prudence  Island.  In  August, 
1709,  with  John  Smith,  he  was  made  ferryman  at  Boston  Neck,  Kingstown,  for 
seven  years.  January  9,  1710,  he  bought  three  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Petta- 
consett,  in  the  present  town  of  Cranston,  for  £500. 

Jeremiah  Smith  married,  at  Warwick,  Rhode  Island,  January  2,  1672,  Mary 
Gereardy,  daughter  of  John  and  Renewed  (Sweet)  Gereardy  (Girreard),  and 
sister  of  his  brother  John’s  wife.  (Sweet  III.)  She  made  a  deed  to  her  son 
Ephraim’s  children,  in  1722. 

Children,  named  in  will : 

1.  John. 

2.  Ephraim. 

3.  Ebenezer. 

4.  Sarah,  born  in  April,  1678. 
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5.  Mary. 

6.  Deliverance,  of  whom  further. 

{Ibid.  J.  J.  Smith:  Civil  and  Military  List  of  Rhode  Island,  Vol.  I,  pp.  18, 
19,  21,  22,  24,  25,  26,  28.  J.  N.  Arnold:  Vital  Records  of  Rhode  Island,  Vol.  I, 
Warwick,  p.  108.) 

Ill 

DELIVERANCE  SMITH,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Gereardy) 
Smith,  was  born  in  Prudence  Island,  Rhode  Island,  about  1684.  She  married 
Robert  Reynolds.  (Reynolds  III.) 

(H.  S.  Reynolds:  Reynolds  Family  Association,  31st  Annual  Reunion,  p. 

86.) 
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Arms — Or,  a  chevron  between  ten  crosses  crosslet  gules. 

( Burke :  General  Armory. ) 
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ELONGING  to  the  group  of  surnames  of  local  origin,  the 
family  name  Holbrook  or  its  variant  forms  Holebrooke 
and  Hullbrook,  is  derived  from  parishes  in  County  Suf¬ 
folk,  six  miles  from  Ipswich,  and  County  Derby,  five 
miles  from  Derby.  It  has  ramified  very  strongly  in  the 
Puritan  settlements  of  America.  Records  of  the  name 
appear  early  in  the  thirteenth  century,  one  William  de 
Holebrokke  being  found  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  of  County  Lincoln,  Richard  de 
Holebrokke  in  those  of  County  Suffolk,  and  Roger  de  Holebrokke  in  those  of 
County  Nottingham.  In  the  Poll  Tax  of  Yorkshire  is  mentioned  a  William  Hol¬ 
brooke,  in  1379. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.) 


I 

THOMAS  HOLBROOK,  “of  Broudway,”  England,  the  first  known 
ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  was  recorded  as  “Bound  for  New  Eng¬ 
land,”  at  “Waymouth,”  England,  March  20,  1635  (new  style,  1636).  His  age 
was  shown  as  “34  yeare.”  With  him  were  his  wife  Jane,  aged  thirty-four,  and 
their  children:  John,  eleven;  Thomas,  ten;  Anne,  five;  and  Elizabeth,  “aged  1 
yeare.”  Mr.  Victor  Channing  Sanborn,  of  Chicago,  stated  that  he  was  recorded 
as  a  “husbandman,”  and  was  from  “Broadway,  county  Somerset.”  Thomas 
Holbrook  settled  in  that  part  of  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  called  Old  Spain.  In 
1643  more  land  being  required  for  the  pasturage  of  cattle,  a  plan  was  made  for 
removal  to  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts.  In  a  vote  taken,  Thomas  and  John  Hol- 
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brook,  each  with  property  valued  at  £186,  voted  in  the  affirmative.  This  John 
Holbrook  may  have  been  Thomas’s  son  John,  whose  age,  as  shown  above  would 
at  this  time  have  been  eighteen  or  nineteen,  but  according  to  an  affidavit  which  he 
made  in  later  years,  would  have  been  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years  of  age  in 
1643.  j64i>  immediately  after  the  earliest  preserved  records  of  Weymouth 

begin,  Thomas  Holbrook  was  chosen  a  member  of  a  board  of  selectmen  called 
townsmen,  and  served  as  such  in  1645-46-51-52-54.  John  Holbrook  (probably 
his  son,  but  possibly  a  brother)  was  associated  with  him  on  the  board  a  portion 
of  the  time  after  1647.  As  a  citizen  of  high  standing  and  long  acquaintance  with 
the  country,  Thomas  Holbrook  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  in  1649  a 
member  of  a  committee  to  lay  out  a  county  highway  from  Weymouth  to 
Dorchester. 

His  will,  dated  December  31,  1668  (codicil  added  December  31,  1673)  was 
probated  April  24,  1677.  His  solicitude  and  regard  for  his  family  are  revealed 
in  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  will : 

I  give  and  bequeathe  unto  Jane,  my  beloved  wife,  during  her  life, 
my  whole  estate,  ....  and  do  request  my  sons  .  .  .  .  to  be  helpful  to 
my  wife  ....  and  give  their  mother  the  best  advice,  as  she  is  ancient 
and  weak  of  body.  ...  I  give  and  bequeathe  unto  my  endeared  children 
all  my  estate.  .  .  . 

He  also  made  a  special  bequest  to  a  grandson  who  had  been  “as  a  servant, 
and  ....  helpful  to  me  Tho.  Holbrooke  and  my  wife  Jane  in  our  old  age,  for 
the  space  of  about  eight  years  ....  and  still  remains  with  us  as  a  dutiful 
child.  ...” 

Thomas  Holbrook  married,  in  England,  Jane  Kingman,  whose  ancestry  is 
unknown.  She  was  born  about  1601,  and  died  between  December  31,  1673,  and 
April  24,  1677.  In  Bradford  Kingman’s  Some  Early  Generations  of  the  King- 
man  Family ,  she  is  erroneously  called  “Joanna  Kingman,”  daughter  of  Henry 
Kingman. 
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Children,  order  unknown : 

1.  John,  born  about  1618-19  or  1624,  died  November  23,  1699;  married 

(first)  Sarah;  (second)  Elizabeth  Streame;  (third)  Mary. 

2.  Thomas,  born  about  1625,  died  in  1697;  married  Joanna,  perhaps  the 

Joanna  Kingman,  born  about  1624,  whose  father’s  will  mentions  “my 

daughter  Holbrooke.” 

3.  William,  of  whom  further. 

4.  Anne,  born  about  1630;  married  John  Reynolds. 

5.  Elizabeth,  born  about  1634,  died  after  1669;  married,  at  Scituate,  Mas¬ 

sachusetts,  May  6,  1650,  Walter  Hatch,  son  of  William  Hatch. 

6.  Jane,  married  a  Drake. 

{New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  XXV,  pp.  13,  14; 
Vol.  LVIII,  p.  305;  Vol.  LXX,  p.  258.  Rev.  Abner  Morse:  Genealogical  Reg¬ 
ister  of  the  Inhabitants  and  History  of  the  Towns  of  Sherborn  and  Holliston, 
Massachusetts  (1856),  pp.  108,  no.  W.  V.  Sprague:  Sprague  Families  in 
America  (1913),  p.  132.  Bradford  Kingman:  Some  Early  Generations  of  the 
Kingman  Family,  p.  9.  Mayflower  Descendants,  Vol.  II,  p.  33.) 

II 

WILLIAM  HOLBROOK,  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Kingman)  Holbrook, 
was  born  probably  in  England,  about  1628-29,  and  died  at  Weymouth,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  between  1696-99.  Though  one  of  the  six  children  named  in  his  father’s 
will,  he  was  not  one  of  the  four  who  came  with  his  parents  to  New  England,  but 
probably  sailed  on  another  ship.  He  purchased  land  in  Conihasset  in  1660,  but 
did  not  settle  on  it.  In  Weymouth,  where  he  had  remained,  he  was,  in  1662,  one 
of  ten  citizens  who  were  accepted  to  allotments  of  land  in  Mendon,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  by  the  original  grantee  of  that  township,  and  with  associates  was  to  be 
settled  there  by  the  seventh  month  of  1663.  There  he  had  a  house  lot  of  forty 
acres  assigned  him,  which  with  his  interest  in  the  common  lands  he  must  have 
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secured  by  taking  possession.  On  December  2,  1679,  he  sold  this  lot  to  his 
nephew  Peter ;  other  lands,  which  he,  as  a  proprietor  of  Mendon,  drew,  he  sold 
to  his  brothers,  John  and  Thomas.  In  1670  he  bought  of  Moses  Paine  forty 
acres  east  of  Mendon  village.  Undoubtedly,  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Mendon  at 
the  beginning  of  King  Philip’s  War,  and  must  have  shared  with  others  in  the 
burning  of  the  town,  and  the  perils  of  Indian  warfare.  In  1676  he  is  supposed 
to  have  retreated  with  his  family  to  Weymouth,  and  to  have  afterwards  been  a 
steady  resident  at  Scituate.  William  Holbrook’s  will  gives  to  his  son  Cornelius, 
lands  in  Weymouth,  and  legacies  to  his  daughters  Elizabeth  Buck  (wife  of  John 
of  Scituate),  Mehitable  Sprague  (wife  of  Jonathan),  Jane  Balcome,  and  Hope- 
still  Holbrook. 

William  Holbrook  married  Elizabeth,  probably  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Pitts,  who  died,  his  widow,  at  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  in  1701. 

The  will  of  William  Holbrook  mentions  five  children,  but  there  may  have 
been  others.  If  so,  the  names  of  these  children  have  not  been  correctly  ascer¬ 
tained. 

Children,  all  except  the  first,  mentioned  in  father’s  will : 

1.  William,  born  in  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  June  23.  1657,  died  Novem¬ 

ber  19,  1710;  married  Margaret  Fairbank. 

2.  Cornelius,  born  in  Weymouth,  November  10  or  19,  1662,  died  in  1742; 

married  (first)  Margery,  and  (second)  Experience. 

3.  Elizabeth,  married  John  Buck,  of  Scituate. 

4.  Mehitabel  (Mehitable) ,  of  whom  further. 

5.  Jane,  married  a  Balcome. 

6.  (Daughter)  Hopestill. 

(Rev.  Abner  Morse:  Genealogical  Register  of  Sherborn  and  Holliston, 
Massachusetts  (1856),  pp.  no,  135,  136.  Nezv  England  Historical  and  Genea¬ 
logical  Register,  Vol.  XXV,  pp.  13,  14;  Vol.  XXXVIII,  p.  57*  and  chart  oppo- 
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site,  p.  56.  Austin:  Ancestry  of  Rhode  Islanders,  p.  61.  Weymouth,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Vital  Records,  Vol.  I,  pp.  130,  135.) 

Ill 

MEHITABEL  (MEHITABLE)  HOLBROOK,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Pitts?)  Holbrook,  was  born  probably  in  Weymouth  or  Mendon, 
Massachusetts.  She  married  Jonathan  Sprague.  (Sprague  II.) 

( Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague:  Genealogy  of  the  Sprague  Families  in  America, 
P-  I5-) 
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Arms — Or  a  fesse  sable  a  demi-lion  rampant  issuant  gules. 

C rest— A  demi-lion  rampant  sable.  ( Burke :  General  Armory. ) 
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EVERAL  theories  have  been  propounded  as  to  the  origin 
of  the  surname  Eames.  According  to  one  authority  it  is 
derived  either  from  the  “son  of  Emma,”  from  the  nick¬ 
name  Em  or  Emm;  or' from  residence  “at  the  elms,” 
which  by  some  provincialism  became  Ealmes;  gradually 
the  form  Eames,  a  name  familiar  in  London  at  an  early 
date,  came  into  use.  Another  surname  authority  asserts 
that  it  is  probably  equivalent  to  Ames,  a  corrupt  spelling,  though  still  retaining 
the  sound,  of  Exmes,  a  town  in  the  department  of  Orne,  in  Normandy.  Still 
another  derives  it  from  the  Old  English  earn,  meaning  uncle.  Which  of  these 
derivations  is  the  one  most  readily  accepted  is  not  known,  and  is  still  a  matter  of 
much  conjecture. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.  Lower:  Patro- 
nymica  Britannica.  Harrison:  Surnames  of  the  United  Kingdom .) 

1 

CAPTAIN  ANTHONY  EAMES,  first  known  member  of  this  line,  was 
probably  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Millicent  Eames,  of  Fordington,  St.  George,  Dor¬ 
set,  where  he  was  living  in  1618.  He  was  a  churchwarden  of  that  parish  in  1622, 
1627,  and  1631.  Captain  Eames  is  first  recorded  in  America  in  1634,  when  he 
was  a  proprietor  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  In  1636  he  removed  to  Hing- 
ham,  where  he  owned  ten  acres  of  planting  ground  and  had  a  house-lot  granted 
him  on  Lower  Plain.  Of  outstanding  prominence  in  his  community,  he  was  a 
deputy  in  1637,  1638  and  1643;  an<3  served  frequently  as  a  town  officer.  In  1644 
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and  1645  he  was  lieutenant  and  captain.  He  was  also  of  Marshfield  and  was 
representative  in  Plymouth  Colony  most  of  the  time  between  1653  and  1661, 
inclusive.  He  died  in  1686. 

Captain  Anthony  Eames  married,  prior  to  1618,  probably  in  Fordington, 
St.  George,  Dorset,  Margery. 

Children,  baptized  in  Fordington : 

1.  John,  baptized  January  24,  1618,  died  in  Hingham,  November  3,  1641. 

2.  Persis,  baptized  October  28,  1621. 

3.  Elizabeth,  baptized  June  13,  1624;  married  Edward  Wilder,  of 

Hingham. 

4.  Justus,  baptized  April  29,  1627;  lived  in  Marshfield,  Massachusetts. 

5.  Margery,  baptized  December  5,  1630;  married,  October  20,  1653,  John 

Jacob,  of  Hingham. 

6.  Millicent,  of  whom  further. 

7.  Mark,  of  Marshfield,  in  1662. 

(T.  B.  Wyman:  The  Genealogies  and  Estates  of  Charlestown,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Vol.  I,  p.  316.  G.  Lincoln:  History  of  the  Town  of  Hingham,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Vol.  II,  p.  208.  J.  Savage:  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  the  First  Settlers 
of  New  England,  Vol.  II,  pp.  89-9°-  C.  H.  Pope:  Pioneers  of  Massachusetts, 
p.  149-  G.  W.  Chamberlain:  The  Spragues  of  Malden,  Massachusetts,  pp. 
36-370 

II 

MILLICENT  EAMES,  daughter  of  Captain  Anthony  and  Margery 
Eames,  died  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  February  8,  1695-96.  She  married 
William  Sprague.  (Sprague — American  Line — I.) 

(G.  Lincoln:  History  of  the  Town  of  Hingham  Massachusetts,  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  164.  G.  W.  Chamberlain:  The  Spragues  of  Malden,  Massachusetts,  pp. 
21-22.) 
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Arms — Sable,  a  griffin  segreant  ermine  armed  and  gorged  with  a  crown  or. 
Crest — A  demi-griffin  with  wings  endorsed  ermine  beaked  and  legged  or. 

( Burke :  General  Armory. ) 
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ALLARD,  as  surname,  is  derived  from  a  nickname  for  a 
bald  man,  used  in  Wiclif’s  Bible  in  the  epithet  given  by  the 
children  to  the  prophet,  Elisha,  “Stye  up,  ballard,”  and  in 
King  James’  Version,  “Go  up,  bald  head,”  2  Kings,  ii.,  23. 
Alured  Ballard  is  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  of  County  Essex, 
A.  D.  1273,  Dreu  Ballard  in  those  of  County  Hunts,  and 
Thomas  Ballard,  in  those  of  County  Suffolk. 

Considerable  investigation  has  been  made  in  England  by  genealogical 
searchers,  employed  by  Mr.  Charles  Frederic  Furlow,  to  determine  the  ancestry 
of  the  Ballards  who  came  to  New  England,  but  no  definite  or  authentic  conclu¬ 
sion  has  been  reached,  because  definite  information  is  lacking.  Among  the  vari¬ 
ous  records  found  are  the  following: 

Thomas  Ballard,  of  Pell,  in  the  parish  of  Wadhurst,  Sussex,  gentleman,  in 
his  will  dated  December  14,  proved  May  4,  1624,  mentions,  among  others,  a  son 
William. 

Richard  Ballard,  of  London,  gentleman,  in  his  will  dated  May  28,  1636, 
mentions  a  brother  William  and  father  Thomas  Ballard. 

James  Ballard,  of  Horton,  County  Worcester,  husbandman,  in  his  will  dated 
May  14,  1628,  mentions  a  brother  William. 

Margaret  Ballard,  of  Evesham,  County  Worcester,  in  her  will  dated  Febru¬ 
ary  21,  1632,  mentions  a  son  William. 

Daniel  Ballard,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Clements  Danes,  County  Middlesex, 
dinner,  in  his  will  dated  March  26,  1640,  does  not  mention  any  William  Ballard, 
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but  it  is  a  matter  of  record  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Company. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.  C.  F.  Farlow: 
Ballard  Genealogy ,  pp.  7-13.) 

I 

WILLIAM  BALLARD,  founder  of  the  Ballard  family,  of  Lynn,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  was  registered  as  a  passenger  shipping  from  England  for  New  Eng¬ 
land,  as  we  find  in  Hotten’s  The  Original  Lists  of  Persons  of  Quality ,  etc.  (emi¬ 
grants),  that  on  July  13,  1635,  there  were  embarqued  in  the  ship  James  for  New 
England:  Husb(andman)  William  Ballard,  32,  Elizabeth  Ballard,  26,  Hester 
Ballard,  2,  and  Jo:  Ballard,  1.  “The  mention  of  his  wife  and  of  the  children 
who  grew  up  here,  one  of  them  afterward  giving  his  age  to  correspond  with  this 
entry,  makes  it  entirely  certain  that  this  refers  to  the  Lynn  pioneer,”  says  Mr. 
Farlow  in  his  Ballard  Genealogy,  for  it  appears  that  John  Ballard,  on  November 
28,  1659,  gave  his  age  as  twenty-five  years;  and  in  a  lawsuit,  4  mo.  29,  1655, 
giving  his  age  as  twenty-one  years,  he  testified  that  he  was  at  work  for  his 
“brother  Jenckes”  on  a  boat  of  Joseph  Armitage.  William  Ballard  settled  at 
Lynn,  Massachusetts,  perhaps  upon  his  arrival  in  New  England,  and  in  the  ear¬ 
liest  records  of  the  town  is  shown  to  have  been  the  owner  in  1638,  of  sixty  acres 
of  land.  He  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  colony,  May  2,  1638,  and  was  appointed 
a  magistrate  on  June  8,  1638;  served  on  the  committee  that  established  the  line 
between  Salem  and  Lynn,  whose  report  was  made  March  13,  1638-39.  In  1637 
he  had  a  suit  in  court,  and  in  1638  served  as  a  juryman.  He  was  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  September  7,  1638,  to  set  off  land  to  Richard  Bellingham,  but 
he  died  before  the  work  was  finished,  and  another  was  appointed  in  his  place,  in 
May,  1639.  William  Ballard  left  no  written  will,  but  he  told  Nicholas  Browne 
and  Gerard  Spencer,  Jr.,  “a  day  or  two  before  his  death,”  that  he  wished  half  his 
estate  to  go  to  his  wife  and  the  rest  to  be  divided  among  his  children.  This  nun¬ 
cupative  will  was  proved  1  mo.  1,  1638-39. 
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William  Ballard  married,  doubtless  in  England,  Elizabeth,  who  married 
(second)  William  Knight,  of  Salem,  who  died  i  mo.  5,  1655.  She  married 
(third),  1  mo.  28,  1656,  Allen  Breed. 

Children : 

1.  William,  born  probably  in  England ;  married  Rebecca ;  resided  in  Lynn ; 

administration  on  his  estate  was  granted  to  his  son  John,  September 

2,  1695. 

2.  Hester  or  Esther,  of  whom  further. 

3.  John,  born  in  England,  about  1634,  died  in  Lynn,  June  11,  1725,  “in 

92nd  year”;  married  Susanna  Story,  and  (before  1673)  Rebecca. 

It  is  not  known  which  was  his  first  and  which  was  his  second  wife. 

4.  Nathaniel,  born  about  1636,  died  in  Lynn,  January  12,  1721-22;  mar¬ 

ried,  December  16,  1662,  Rebecca  Hudson. 

(C.  F.  Farlow:  Ballard  Genealogy,  p.  15.  J.  C.  Hotten:  The  Original  Lists 
of  Persons  of  Quality,  Emigrants,  etc.,  p.  107.  Genealogical  Quarterly  Maga¬ 
zine,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  162.  Nezv  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol. 
XIV,  p.  321.  Vital  Records  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  to  end  of  1849,  Vol.  II,  pp. 
55,  52i.) 

II 

HESTER  (or  ESTHER)  BALLARD,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ballard,  was  born  in  England,  about  1633.  She  accompanied  her  parents  to 
New  England  in  the  ship  James.  She  married  Joseph  Jenckes,  Jr.  ( Jenckes  II. ) 

(C.  F.  Farlow:  Ballard  Genealogy,  p.  17.) 
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Arms — Gules  two  chevrons  between  as  many  mullets  in  chief  and  a  rose  in  base 
argent  seeded  or,  barbed  vert. 

Crest — A  mullet  or,  pierced  azure  between  two  gillyflowers  proper. 

(  B  ur ke :  General  A  rmory. ) 
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OWER,  in  his  Patronymica  Britannica,  asserts  that  the 
surname  Sweet  is  probably  derived  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
personal  name,  having  reference  to  character.  The  name 
appears  in  early  records  of  Counties  Norfolk,  Oxford, 
Cambridge,  Somerset,  and  York.  Families  bearing  the 
surname  Sweet,  Swet,  Sweete,  and  Swett,  arrived  in 
America  between  1618  and  1641,  but  their  possible  rela¬ 
tionship  to  one  another  is  not  definitely  known.  The  earliest  arrival  seems  to 
have  been  Robart  Sweete,  of  Virginia.  Thomas  Sweet  came  over  in  the  Mary 
and  J ohn,  in  1634,  and  John  Swet  or  Sweet,  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  Newbury 
in  1642. 

(Lower:  Patronymica  Britannica.  Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and 
Welsh  Surnames.  The  Owl ,  Vol.  II,  Nos.  1,2.) 


I 

JOHN  SWEET,  immigrant  ancestor,  came  from  Wales  to  Salem,  and  in 
1637  received  a  grant  of  land  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  settled  with 
other  devotees  of  Roger  Williams,  according  to  the  records  of  Providence  and 
Warwick,  thus  establishing  the  first  family  of  that  name  there.  There  has  been 
some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  this  first  settler  was  John  or  Isaac,  but 
Mr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  of  Providence,  a  descendant  of  the  Sweets,  who  has 
carefully  searched  original  records,  says:  “The  husband  of  Mary  Sweet  must 
have  been  John,  not  Isaac,  for  their  son  James,  in  a  deed  given  in  Kingston, 
November  8,  1686,  speaks  of  'my  father,  John  Sweet,  deceased,  who  was  one  of 


163 


SWEET 


the  first  purchasers  of  Providence.’”  Very  soon  after  arriving  in  Providence; 
John  Sweet  died,  leaving  widow  Mary,  who  died  in  1681.  After  his  death,  the 
family  consisted  of  widow  Mary  and  her  three  children.  Mary  Sweet  married 
(second)  Rev.  Ezekiel  Holliman,  who  was  born  at  Treng,  near  Hertford,  Eng¬ 
land,  where  he  married  Susanna,  daughter  of  John  Exton  or  Fox,  of  Middlesex 
County.  Mary  (Sweet)  Holliman’s  will,  proved  in  1681,  gives  “To  son-in-law 
John  Gereardv  and  daughter,  Renewed,  his  wife,  both  formerly  of  Warwick,  now 
of  Prudence,  all  interest  in  house,  lot,  meadow  and  upland  in  Warwick.” 

Children  of  John  and  Mary  Sweet: 

i*  John>  born  in  Wales,  about  1620,  died  in  1677;  married  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1629,  died  in  1684,  who  married  (second)  Samuel  Wilson. 

2.  James,  born  in  Wales,  in  1623;  married  Mary  Greene,  born  in  1633, 

daughter  of  John  and  Joan  (Tattersall)  Greene. 

3.  Mirabah  (Renewed) ,  of  whom  further. 

{The  Owl,  Vol.  II,  Nos.  1-4.  J.  O.  Austin:  Genealogical  Dictionary  of 
Rhode  Island ,  pp.  194-95.) 

II 

MIRABAH  SWEET  (called  RENEWED  after  her  mother’s  marriage  to 
Rev.  Ezekial  Holliman),  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Sweet,  died  in  1681.  She 
married  John  Gereardy. 

Children : 

1.  Mary,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Phillis,  baptized  October  1 1,  1654,  as  “Philippe,”  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 

Church  in  New  Amsterdam;  married  John  Smith,  brother  of  her 
sister’s  husband.  (Smith  I,  first  child.) 

3.  (Probably)  John. 

( J.  O.  Austin :  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,  p.  195.  New  Eng¬ 
land  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  LII,  p.  317.) 
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III 

MARY  GEREARDY,  daughter  of  John  and  Renewed  (Sweet)  Gereardy, 
was  baptized  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  Amsterdam,  as  “Marritie,” 
October  n,  1654.  She  married  Jeremiah  Smith.  (Smith  II.) 

{New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  LII,  p.  317.) 
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